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PREFACE. 


HE ſermon which gave 
riſe to the publication of 
theſe, having been offer'd to 
the world as a ſermon of To- 
rick's, I hope the moſt feri- 
ous reader will find nothing 
to offend him, in my conti- 
- nuing theſe two volumes under 
the ſame title : leſt it ſhould 
be otherwiſe, I have added a 
ſecond title page with the real 


name 
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name of the author: — the 
firſt will ſerve the bookſeller's 
purpoſe, as Torick's name is poſ- 
fibly of the two the more 
known; — and the ſecond 
will caſe the minds of thoſe 
who ſee a jeſt, and the dan- 
ger which lurks under it, where 


no jeſt was meant. 


I ſuppoſe it is needleſs to 
inform the publick, that the 
_ reaſon of printing theſe ſer- 
mons, ariſes altogethef from 
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and I pray to Gov, they 
may do it the ſervice I wiſh. 
I have little t 
ETD ny nd 
1 chat not one 
2 was compoſed with 
— wen 

along with them. — T 
may — 
I mean it however 
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PREFACE. ix 
kindred virtues to it, upon 
which hang all the law and the 
prophets, I truſt they will be 
no leſs felt, or worſe received, 
for the evidence they bear, of 
proceeding more from the 
heart than the head. I have 
nothing to add, but that the 
reader, upon old and beaten 
ſubjects, muſt not look for 
many new thoughts, — tis 
well if he has new lan- 
guage; in three or four paſ- 
ſages, where he has neither 

* the 


anſwer for upon that ſoore: 
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the one nor the other, I have 
quoted the author I made free 
with — there are ſome other 


paſſages, ' where I ſuſpet I 
may have taken the ſame li- 


berty, — but tis only ſuſpi- 


cion, for I do not remember 


it is fo, otherwiſe I ſhould 


have reftored them ta their 
proper owners, ſo that I put 
it in here more as a general 


faving, than from a conſci- 


ouſneſs of having much to 


In 
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in this however, and cvery 
thing elſe, which I offer, or 
ſhall offer to the world, I reſt, 
with a heart much at eaſc, 
upon the protection of the 
humane and candid, from 
whom I have received many 
favours, for which I beg leave 
toreturn them thanks—thanks, 
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Inquiry after Happineſs. 
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PSALM iv. 5, 6. 


There be many that ſay, who will ſhew u 
any good ? Lord lift thou up the light 
of thy countenance upon us. 


H F. great purſuit of man is 
after happineſs: it is the firſt 
and ſtrongeſt deſire of his na- 
ture ; — in every ſtage of his lite, he 
arches for it, as for hid treaſure z — 
courts it under a thouſand different ſhapes, 
— and though perpetuaily diſappointed, 
—ſtill perſiſts runs after and enquires 
for it afreſh — aſks every paſſenger wha 
comes in his way Who «will few bin 
any good? — who will aſſiſt him in the 
Atainment of it, or direct him to the 
2 difco- 
by 
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diſcovery of this great end of all his 
wiſhes ? 


He is told by one, to ſearch for it 
amongſt the more gay and youthful plea- 
ſures of life, in ſcenes of mirth and 
ſprightlineſs where happineſs ever pre- 
fides, and is ever to be known by the 
joy and laughter which he will ſee, at 
once painted in her looks. | 


A ſecond, with a graver aſpect, points 
out to the coltly dwellings which pride 
and extravagance have erected: tells the 
enquirer that the object he is in ſearch 
of inhabits there; — that happineſs lives 
only in company with the great, in the 
midit-of much pomp and outward fiat. 
That he will eaſily find her out by the 
coat of many colours ſhe has on, and the 
great luxury and expence of equipage 


and 


y 
" 
| 
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and furniture with which ſhe always * 
ſurrounded. 


The miſer bleſſes Gon ! — wonders 
how any one would miſlead, and wiltully 
put him upon ſo wrong a ſcent — con- 
vinces him that happineſs and extrava- 
gance never inhabited under the fame 
roof; — that if he would not be diſap- 
pointed in his ſearch, he mult look into 
the plain and thrifty dwelling of the pru- 
dent man, who knows and underſtands 
the worth of money, and cautiouſly lays 
it up agzinſt an evil hour: that it is not 
the proſtitution of wealth upon the paſ- 
ſions, or the parting with it at all, that 
cenſtitutes happincis — bur that it is the 
keeping it together, and the 9 Y ng and 
h: n: it faſt to him and his heirs for 
ever, which are the chief attributes that 


torm this great idol of human worſkp 
34 to 
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to which fo much incenſe is offered up 
every day. 


The epicure, though he eaſily rectifies 
groſs a miſtake, yet at the ſame time 
oO on ug rye. oa | 
For, hearing the object of his purſuit to 
happineſs than what is ſeated immedi- 
ately in the ſenſes — he ſends the enqui- 
rer there; tells him tis in vain to ſearch 
elſewhere for it, than where nature her- 
ſelf has placed it, — in the indulgence 
and gratification of the appetites which 
are given us for that end: and in a word 
— if he will not take his opinion in the 
matter — he may truſt the word of a 
much wiſer man who has aſſured us — 
chat there is nothing better in this world, 
than that a man ſhould eat and drink and 


ecjoice in his works, and make his foul 
+ + enjoy 


enjoy good in his labour — for that is- 
a a 


- To reſcue him from this brutal expe- 
him all the kingdoms of the earth and 
the glory of them,— points out the many 
ways of advancing his fortune and rai- 
ſing himſelf to honour, — lays before 
his eyes all the charms and bewitching 
temptations of power, and aſks if there 
can be any happineſs in this world like 
that of being careſſed, courted, flattered 
and followed? 


Io cloſe all, the philoſopher meets 
him buſtling in the full career of this 
purſuit — ſtops him — tells him, if he 
is in ſearch of happineſs, he is far gone 
GERT 


That 
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from noiſe and tumults, where there was 
no reſt found for her, and was fled into 
ſolitude far from all commerce of the 
world; and in a word, if he would find 
her, he muſt leave this buſy and intri- 
guing ſcene, and go back to that peaceful 
ſcene of retirement and books, from 
which he at firſt ſet out. 


In this circle too often does man run, 
tries all experiments, and generally ſits 
down weary and diiſvrisfed with them 
all at laſt — in utter deſpair of ever ac- 
compliſhing what he waits — nor know- 
ing what to truit to after ſo mary diſ- 
appointments z or where to lay the fault, 
whether in the incapacity of kis own 
nature, or the inſuZciency of the enjoy- 
ments themiclves. 

In 
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In this uncertain and perplexed ſtate 
without knowledge which way to 
turn or where to betake ourſelves for 
refuge —— fo often abuſed and de- 
ceived by the many who pretend thus 
to ſhew us any good — Loxp ! ſays 
the pſalmiſt, Lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon us. Send us fome 
rays of thy grace and heavenly wiſdom, 
in this benighted ſearch after happineſs, 
to direct us ſafely to it. O Gop! let 
us not wander for ever without a guide 
in this dark region in endleſs purſuit 
of our miſtaken good, but enlighten 
our eyes that we ſleep not in death — 
open to them the comforts of thy 
holy word and religion —— lift up 
the light of thy countenance upon us, 
— and make us know the joy and ſatis- 

ſaction 


4 
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faction of living in the true faith and fear 
of Thee, which only can carry us to this 


haven of reſt where we would be — that 
ſure haven, where true joys are to be 


found, which will at length not only an- 
ſwer all our expectations — but ſatisfy 
the moſt unbounded of our wiſhes for 
ever and ever. 


The words thus opened, naturally re- 
duce the remaining part of the diſcourſe 
under two heads. The firſt part of the 
verſe — there be many that ſay, who 
will ſhew us any good — To make ſome 


refiections upon the inſufficiency of moſt 


of our enjoyments towards the attain- 
ment of happineſs, upon ſome of the 


moſt received plans on which *tis gene- 


rally ſought. 


The 


© 
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The examination of which will lead 
us up to the ſource, and true ſecret of all 
happineſs, ſuggeſted to us in the latter 
part of the verſe — Lozp ! lift thou up 
the light of thy countenance upon us — 
that there can be no real happineſs with- 
out religion and virtue, and the afliſtance 
of Goy's grace and Holy Spirit to direct 
our lives in the true purſuit of it. 


Let us enquire into the Diſappoint- 
ments of human happineſs, on ſome 
of the moſt received plans on which tis 
generally ſought for and expected, by 
the bulk of mankind. 


There is hardly any ſubject more ex- 
hauſted, or which at one time or other 
has afforded more matter for argument 

and 
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and declamation, than this one, of the 
infufficiency of our enoyments. Scarce 
a reformed ſenſualiſt from Solomon down 
to our own days, who has not in ſome 
fits of repentance or diſappointment ut- 
tered ſome ſharp reflection upon the emp- 
tineſs of human pleaſure, and of the 
vanity of vanities which diſcovers itſelf 
in all the purſuits of mortal man.—But 
the miſchief has been, that though fo 
many good things have been ſaid, they 
have generally had the fate to be conſi- 
dered either as the overflowings of diſ- 
guſt from ſated appetites which could no 
longer reliſh the pleaſures of life, or as 
the declamatory opinions of recluſe and 
ſplenetic men who had never taſted them 
at all, and conſequently were thought no 
' judges of the matter. So that tis no 
great wonder, if the greateſt part of ſuch 


reflections, however juſt in themſelves 
and 


. 
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and founded 

of the on truth and a knowledge 
world, are found to leave 

n 
N — 
2 and that the beſt 4 
ve been read upon the 4 
vanity 


of the 
world, ſo ſeldom ſtop a man i 
in 


| - 
give him half the conviction, that 
the 


poſſeſſion of it will, and what the expe- 


+ ! 


rience of hi 
| akgrag by agg 
general] Rad 1h 


Let us 
endeavour then to try the cauſe 


upon this iſſue; and inſtead of 
recurring 


to the com or tak 
mon an 
a on arguments ing any 
one's word in the caſe, let us 

truſt to 


matter of 
fact; and if upon enqui 
ry, it 


Appears 
that the actions of mankind are 


not to be 
accounted for upon any other 


prin- 
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principle, but this of the inſufficiency 
of our enjoyments, *twill go further to- 
wards the eſtabliſhment of the truth of 


this part of the diſcourſe, than a thou- 


be offered upon the occaſion. 


Now if we take a ſurvey of the life 
of man from the time he is come to rea- 
ſon, to the lateſt decline of it. in old age 
— we ſhall find him engaged, and gene- 


rally hurrĩed on in ſuch a ſucceſſion f 
litt ics. and diff 1 


of things, through the different ſtages of 
| his life — as will admit of no expli- 
cation, but this, that he finds no reſt for 
the ſole of his foot, on any of the plans 
where he has been led — 


mannes 1 from tu- 


tors and governors, and is left to judge 
6 for 


old. 2— — 
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own way — his firſt thoughts are gene- 
rally full of the mighty happineſs which 
he is going to enter upon, from the free 
enjoyment of the pleaſures in which he 
ſees others of his age and fortune en- 
gaged. 


In conſequence of this — take notice, 
how his imagination is caught by every 
expectation. — Obſerve what impreſſions 
are made upon his ſenſes, by diverſions, 
malic, dreſs and beauty — and how his 
ſpirits are upon the wing, flying. in pur- 
ſuit of them ; that you would think he 
could never have enough. 


Leave him to himſelf a few years, till 
the edge of appetite is worn down — and 
you will ſcarce know him again. You 
Var. I. C will 
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vil find him entered i ints's al acai xc) 


ante: bh hedent”: he 
; , that the gayer pl f 
| 1 22 


he had found more bitter than ſweet, and 
or the little plcaſure one could ſnatch—ir 
too often left a terrible fting behind it: 

| Beſidrs 


bo 


place it out of want and dependance : 
and in a word, if there is ſuch a thing 
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fide, he would tell you, could be 


no true ſatisfaction where a ie runs on 


in ſo giddy a circle, out of which a wiſe 


man ſhould extricate himſelf as ſoon as he 


That it becomes a man of character 
and conſequence to lay aſide childiſh 
things, to take care of his intereſts, to 


eſtabliſh the fortune of his family, and 


as happineſs upon earth, it muſt conſiſt 


in the accompliſhment of this; — and 
for his own part, if Gop ſhould proſper 


his endeavours fo as to be worth fuch 


a ſum, or to be able to bring ſuch 2 
+ . point to bear — he ſhall be one of the 
happieſt of the ſons of men, — In full 
aſſurance of this, on he drudges—plots 


—contrives—riſes early late takes reſt, 
C 2 and 


before his eyes, the reality of which he 
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and eats the bread of careſulneſs, till at 
length, by hard labour and perſeverance, 
he has reached, if not outgone the object 
he had firſt in view.—When he has got 
thus far—it he is a plain and ſincere man, 
he will make no ſcruple to acknowledge 
truly, what alteration he has found in 
himſelf if you aſk him—he will tell you, 


that his imagination painted ſomething 


has not yet attained to : that with all. the 
accumulation of his wealth, he neither 
lives the merrier, fleeps the ſounder, or 


rits, than at his firſt ſetting out. 


| Perhaps, you'll ſay, fome dignity, ho- 
nour, or title is only wanting — Oh ! 
could I accompliſh that, as there would 
be nothing left then for me to wiſh, 
good GOD! how happy ſhould I be ? — 


SERMON I. iy 
though they crown his head with honor 
— add not one cubit to his happineſs. 
Upon ſumming up che accotmr, all is 
found to be ſeared merely in the imagi- 
nation — The faſter he has purſued, the 
faſter the phantom fled before him, 
and to uſe the Satyriſt's compariſon 
of the chariot wheels, — haſte as they 
will, they muſt for ever keep the ſame 
10 55 hay: 


But what? though I have been thus 
far diſappointed in my expectations of 
happineſs from the poſſeſſion of riches — 
Let me try, whether I ſhall not meet 
« with it, in the ſpending and faſhion- 
* able enjoyment of them.” 


Behold} I will get me down, and 
C3 houſes, 
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houſes, and plant me vineyards, and 
male me gardens and pools of water. 
Aud I will get me ſervants and maidens, 
and” whatſoever my eyes deſire, I will 
OLE. 


e priflcarien of chis — lie drops all 
 gainful purſuirs — withdraws himſelf 
N 
E 
plucks up by the roots — levels moun- 
tains — and falls up vallies — turns rivers 
into dry ground, and dry ground into 
rivers.— Says unto this man, go, and 
be goeth, and unto another, do this, 
and he doeth it, —and whatſoever his ſoul 
luſteth after of this kind, he withholds 


not from it. When every thing is thus 


planned by himſelf, and executed accord- 
ing to his wiſh and direction, ſurely he 
| | is 


. anſwer zhe 
3 him, 29d fay - how. often 
it riſes higher than. a bare and ſimple 
dee er com. 


2 ſorrowful confeſſion 4 kim, 
h. it, did from Sglamen, in the like 
2 1511 looked on All the works 
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behold M1 was vanity and; vexation of 
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To inflame this account the more — 
*twill be no miracle, if upon caſting it up, 
he has gone further lengths than he firft 
intended, run into expences which have 
entangled his fortune, and brought him- 
ſelf into fuch difficulties as to make way 
for the laſt experiment he can try — and 
that is to turn miſer, with no happineſs 
in view but what is to riſe out of the little 
deſigns of a ſordid mind, ſet upon ſaving 
and ſcraping up, all he has injudicioufly 
ſpent. 


In this laſt ſtage — behold him a poor 
trembling wretch, ſhut up from all man- 
kind —— finking into utter contempt ; 
ſpending careful days and ſleepleſs nights 
in purſuit of what a narrow and contracted 
heart can never enjoy: —And let us here 
leave him to the conviction he will one 
day find—That there is no end of his la- 


bour 
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with riches, or will ſay—For whom do- 
labour and bereave myſelf of — 


ments ſlip from under us in every ſtage 
of our life. And though I would not 
be thought by it, as if I was denying 
the reality of pleaſures, or diſputing the 
being of them, any more, than one 
would, the reality of pain Tet I muſt 
obſerve on this head, that there is a plain 
diſtinction to be made betwixt pleaſure 
and happineſs. For tho* there can be 
no happineſs without pleaſure — yer the 
converſe of the propoſition will not held 
true. We are ſo made, that from the 
common gratifications of our appetites, 
and the impreſſions of a thouſand objects, 

— 
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vr ſnatch the one, like · a tranſient gleam, 
without being ſuffered to taſte che other, 
-and enjoy that perpetual fun-ſhine and 
fair weather which -cenſtaptly atred jr. 
This, I contend, is only to be found in 
religion in the conſciouinels of yirthe — 
And the ſurt᷑ and certain hopes of a beter 
life, which brigbtens all gur proſpects, 
2d leaves no toom to dread. Jifappoint- 
Aaments becauſe theiexpettatitn of His 
abit upon-a backe whole found ure 
2s n a of 


T 2 1 - 
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#1: Alnd the! Gap pilgrimage, trove 
nithg:worid— fame of: us. may be ſh for- 
--tundte as ta meet with-ſome;elear ſoun- 
Stam by the du that may co far a 
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4 
and we all find bytexperience it is ſo, 
. 


I conclude with a ſhort obſervation 
upon Solomon'gevidence in this caſe. 


Never Ad the buſy brain of a lean 
and heftick chymiſt ſearch for the phi- 


powgts and capacities, and after a thou- 


' mpnts, he affirmed at length, it lay hid 
in po one thing he had tried — like the 
chymick's projections, all had ended in 
ſmoak, or what was worſe, in vanity and 
:" vexation of ſpirit : — the concluſion of 
the whole matter was this — that he ad- 
viſes every man who would be happy, to 
be fear Gop and keep his commandments. 
. SE R- 
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The Houſe of F caſting 


AND 
The Houſe of Mourning 
Deſcribed. 


it] . . | 15 


ATL bore whe 

the wiſe man's reaſoning 
Fund one 257 
living will lay it ts his beart : ſorrow is 
better than laughter —— for a crack'd- 
brain'd order of Carthuſian monks, 1 
grant, but not for men of the world : 
For what purpoſe do you imagine, has 
Gop made us? for the focial ſweets of 
the well watered vallies where he has 
planted us, or for the dry and diſmal 
deſerts of a Sierra Morena? are the ſad 
accidents of life, and the uncheery hours 
which 
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which perpetually overtake us, are they 
not enough, but we muſt fally forth in 
queſt of them, — belic our own hearts, 
and ſay, as your text would have 
us, that they are better than thoſe of 
joy? did the Beſt of Beings ſend us into 
the world for this end — to go weeping 
through it, — to vex and ſhorten a life 
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the road, and the many hard juftlings he 
is ſure to meet with? Conſidet᷑ I beſeech 
you, what proviſion and accommoda- 
tion, the Author of our being has pre- 
pared for us, that we might not go on 
our way forrowirg — how many cara- 
vanſas of reſt — what powers and facul- 
ties he has given us :or taking it — what 
apt objects he has placed in our way to 
entertain us ; — ſome of which he has 
made ſo fair, ſo exquilitely fitted ſor this 
end, that they have power over us for a 
time to charm away the ſenſe of pain, to 
cheer up the dejected heart under poverty 
and ſickneſs, and make it go and re- 
member its miteries no more. 


E will not contend at preſent againſt 
this rhetorick ; I would chooſe rather for 
a moment to go on with the all r „ and 
ſay we are travellers, and, in the moſt 

Yor. I. D affecting 
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aſſocting ſenſe of that idea, that like 
travelicrs, though upon buſineſs of the 
laſt and neareſt concern to us, may ſurely 
be allowed to amuſe ourſelves with the 
natural or artificial beauties of the coun- 
try we are paſſing through, without re- 
proach of forgetting the main errand we 
are ſent upon; and if we can. fo order 
it, as not to be led out of the way, by 
the variety of proſpects, edifices, and 
ruins which ſollicit us, it would be a 
nonſenſical piece of ſaint-crrantry to ſhut 
our eyes. 


But Tet us not loſe ſight of the argu- 
ment in purſuit of the ſimile. 


Let us remember, various as our ex- 
curſions are, — that we have ſtill fet our 
faces towards Jeruſalem—that we have 2 
place of reſt and happineſs, towards which 

jt | as 
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we haſten, and that the way to get there 
is not ſo much to pleaſe our hearts, as 
to improve them in virtue; — that mirth 
and feaſting are uſually no friends: to at- 
chievements of this kind — but that a 
ſeaſon of affliction is in ſome fort a 
ſeaſon of picty — not only becauſe our 
ſufferings are apt to put us in mind of 
our ſins, but that by the check and in- 
rerruption which they give to our pur- 
ſuirs, they allow us what the hurry and 
buſtle of the world too often deny us, — 
and that is, a little time for reflection, 
which is all that moſt of us want to 
make us wiſer and better men; — that 
at certain times it is ſo neceſſary a man's 
mind ſhould be turned towards itſelt, that 
rather than want occaſions, he had bet- 
ter purchaſe them at the expence of his 
preſent happineſs. — He had better, as 
the text expreſies it, go 40 the houſe. of 
mearning, where he will meet with fome- 

D 2 thing 
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thing to ſubdue his paſions, than to the 
houſe of feaſting, where the joy and gaity 
of the place is likely to excite them: — 
That whereas the entertainments and ca- 
reſſes of the one place, expoſe his heart 
and lay it open to temptations—the ſor 
rows of the other defend it, and as natu- 
rally ſhut them from it. So ftrange 
and unaccountable a creature is man! he 
is fo framed, that he cannot but purſue 
happineſs — and yet unleſs he is mad: 
ſometimes miſerable, how apt is he to 
miſtake the way which can only lead 
him to the accompliſhment of his own 
wiſhes ! 


* - This is the full force of the wiſe man's 
to his words, I would endeavour to bring 
the ſubject ſtill nearer. —For which pur- 
poſe, it will be neceſſary to ſtop here, 
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and take a tranſient view of the two 
places here referred to, — the houſe of 
mourning, and the houſe of feaſting. 
Give me leave therefore, I beſeech you, 
to recall both of them for a moment, to 
your imaginations, that from thence 1 
may appeal to your hearts, how faith- 
fully, and upon what good grounds, the 
effets and natural operations of each 
6 


And firſt, A 
of feaſting. 


And here, to be as fair and candid as 
poſſible in the deſcription of this, we 
will not take it from the worſt originals, 
ſuch as are opened merely for the ſale of 
-virtue, and fo calculated for ' the end, 
that the diſguiſe cach is under not only 
gives power ſafely to drive on the bay- 
Dy gain, 
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gain, but ſafely to carry it into execu- 


This, we will not ſuppoſe to be the 
caſe—nor let us eveni imagne, the houſe 
of feaſting, to be ſuch a ſcene of intempe - 
rance and exceſs, as the houſe of feaſt- 
ing does often exhibit ;—bur let us take 
it from one, as little exceptionable as we 
can — where there is, or at leaſt appears 
nothing really criminal, -— but where 
every thing feems to be kept within the 
viſible bounds of moderation and ſo- 
briety. 


Imagine then ſuch a houſe of feaſt - 
ing, where either by conſent. or invita- 
tion à number of each ſex is drawn toge- 
ther for no other purpoſe but the enjoy- 
ment and mutual entertainment of each 
- other, which we will ſuppoſe ſhall ariſe 
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from no other pleaſures but what cuſtom 
authoriſes, and religion does not abſo- 
lutely forbid. 


Beſore we enter —— let us examine, 
what muſt be the ſentiments of each in- 
dividual previous to his arrival, and we 
ſhall find that however they may differ 
from one another in tempers and opini- 
ons, that every one ſeems to agree in 
this — that as he is going to a houſe 
dedicated to joy and mirth, it was fat he 
ſhould diveſt himſelf of whatever was 
likely to contradict that intention, or be 
inconſiſtent with it. -— That for this 
purpoſe, he had left his cares — his ſe- 
rious thoughts — and his moral reflec- 
tions behind him, and was come forth 
from home with only ſuch diſpoſitions 
and gaiety of heart as ſuited the occaſion, 
and 1 the intended mirth and 
D 4 jollity 
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jolluy of the place. With this prepara- 
tiom of mind, which is as little as can 
be ſuppoſed, ſince it will amount to no 
more than a deſire in each to render 
himſelf an acceptable gueſt, —— let us 
conceive them entering iato the houſe of 
feaſting, with hearts ſet loſe from grave 
reſtraints, and open to the expectations 
of receiving pleaſure. It is not neceſ- 
ſary, as I premiſed, to bring intemperance 
into this ſcene — or to ſuppoſe ſuch an 
exceſs in the gratification of the appetites 
as ſhall ferment the blood and ſet the 
deſires in a flame : — Let us admit no 
more of it therefore, than will gently 
ſtir them, and fit them for the impreſ- 
fions which ſo benevolent a commerce 
will naturally excite. In this diſpaſition 
ready improved to this purpoſe, — take 
at 1 
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ſibly, they are got above the pitch and 
firſt bounds which cooler hours would' 
have marked. 


When the gay and ſmiling aſpect of 
things has begun to leave the paſſages to 
a man's heart thus thoughtlefsly un- 
guarded—when kind and careſſing looks 
of every object without, that can flatter 
his ſenſes, have conſpired with the ene- 
my within, to betray him, and put him 
off his defence — when muſic likewiſe 
has lent her aid, and tried her power 
upon his paſſions — when the voice of 
ſinging men, and the voice of ſinging 
lute have broke in upon his ſoul, and in 
ſome tender notes have touched the ſecret 
ſprings of rapture — that moment let us 
. —˙ 


vain! 
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vain! how weak! how empty a thing it 
ts! Look through its ſeveral recefies,— 
thoſe pure manſions formed for the re- 
ception of innocence and virtue — ſad 
ſpectacle! Behold thoſe fair inhabitants 
now diſpoſſeſſed — turned out of their 
lacred dwellings to make room — for 
what ? — at the beſt for levity and in- 
diſcretion — perhaps for folly — it may 
be for more impure gueſts, which po- 
bly in ſo general a riot of the mind and 
ſenſes may take occaſion to enter unſu- 
ſpected at the ſame time. 


In a ſcene and diſpoſition thus de- 
thus far ſhall my deſires go —— and no 
farther ? or will the cooleſt and moſt cir- 
cumſpect ſay, when pleaſure has taken 
full poſſem̃on of his heart, that no thought 
nor purpoſe ſhall ariſe there, which he 

q would 
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would have concealed ? — In thoſe looſe 
and unguarded moments the imagination 
is not always at command — in ipite of 
reaſon and reflection, it will forceably 
carry him ſometimes whither he would 
not — like the unclean ſpirit, in the pa- 
rent's ſad deſcription of his child's caſe, 
which took him, and oft-times caſt him 
into the fire to deſtroy him, and where- 
ſoever it taketh him, it teareth him, and 
hardly departeth from him. 


But this, you'll ſay, is the worſt ac- 
count of what the mind may ſuffer here. 


Why may we not make more favour- 
able ſuppoſitions? — that numbers by 
Exerciſe and cuſtom to ſuch encounters, 
learn gradually to deſpiſe and triumph 
over them; — that the minds of many 
are not fo ſuſceptible of warm impreſ- 
Hons, or ſo badly fortified againſt them, 
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that pleaſure ſhould eaſily corrupt or 
ſoften them; — that it would be hard to 
ſuppoſe, of the great multitudes which 
daily throng and preſs into this houſe of 
feaſting, but that numbers come out of 
it again, with all the innocence with 
which they entered; — and that if both 
ſexes are included in the compuration, 
what fair examples ſhall we ſee of many 
of fo pure and chaſte a turn of mind 
that the houſe of feaſting, with all irs 
charms and temptations, was never able 
to excite a thought, or awaken an incli- 
nation which virtue need to bluſh at - 
or which the moſt ſcrupulous conſcience 
might not ſupport. God forbid we 
ſhould ſay otherwiſe : — no doubt, num- 
bers of all ages eſcape unhurt, and get 
' Yet, are they not to be reckoned amongſt 
the more fortunate adventurers? — and 
| though 


though one would abſolutely prohibit 
the attempt, or be ſo cyaical as to con- 
demn every one who tries it, ſince there 
are ſo many, I ſuppoſe, who cannot well 
do otherwiſe, and whoſe condition and 
ſituation in life unavoidably force th:m 
upon it — yet we may be allowed to 
deſcribe this fair and flattering coaſt — 
we may point out the unſuſpected dan- 
gers of it, and warn the unwary paſſen- 
ger, where they lye. We may ſhew him 
what hazards his youth and inexperience 
will run, how little he can gain by the 
venture, and how much wiſer and better 
it would be [as is implied in the text] to 
ſeek occaſions rather to improve his little 
ſlock of virtue than incautiouſly expoſe 
it to ſo unequal a chance, where the beſt 
he can hope is to return fafe with what 
treaſure he carried out — but where pro- 
bably, ke may be ſo unturtunate as to 
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loſe it all — be loft himſelf, and undone 
for ever. 


Thus much for the houſe of feaſting ; 
which by the way, though generally 
open at other times of the year through- 
out the world, is ſuppoſed ir. chriſtian 
countries, now every where to be uni- 
verſally ſhut up. And, in truth, I have 
been more full in my cautions againſt ir, 
not only as reaſon requires, —— bur in 
reverence to this ſcaſon wherein our 
church exacts a more particular for- 
bearance and fſelf-denial in this point, 
and thereby adds to the reſtraints upon 
pleaſure and entertainments which this 


repreſentation of things has ſuggeſted 


azainſt them already. 


| Wie ewe teen ide Ro had 


gay ſcene; and ſuffer me to take you 


with 
* Preached in Lent, 
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| with me for a moment to one much fitter 


meditation. Let us go intothe 
2 we hnamreng made fo, by ſuch af- 
flitions 8s have been brought in, merely 
by the common croſs accidents. and di- 
ſaſters to which our condition is expoſed, 
— where perhaps, the aged parents fit 
broken hearted, pierced to their fouls 
vith the folly and indiſcretion of a thank- 
leſs child—the child of heir prayers, in 
whom all cheir hopes and expeckations 
centred ;—perhaps a more affecting ſcene 
—a virtuous family lying Pinched with 
l ſupport 3 

i ſtruggled with a train 

———— his againſt 
them — is now piteouſly borne down at 
blow which no forecaſt or frugality could 


have prevented. O Gop ! look upon 


Wi 


4 $ERMON u. 


with many ſorrows, ſurrounded with the 
tender pledges of his love, and the part- 
ner af his cares — without bread to give 
them,—unable, from the remembrance of 
better days, to dig: to beg, aſhamed. - 


When we enter into the houſe of 
mourning ſuch as this, — it is impoſſible 
to inſult the unfortunate even with an 
improper look, —Under whatever levity ' 
and diſſipation of heart, ſuch objects 
catch our eyes,. they catch likewiſe 
ſcattered thoughts, and exerciſe them 
with wiſdom. A tranſient ſcene of di- 
ſtreſs, ſuch as is here ſkerch'd, how ſoon 
does it furniſh materials to ſet the mind 
at work? ho neceſſarily does it engage 
it to the conſideration of the miſeries 


mities to which the life of man is ſubject. 
By 
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By holding up fuch a glaſs before it, it 
forces the mind to fee and refle&'upon 
uncertain tenure of every thing in this 
world. From refleftions of this ſerious 
caſt, how inſenſibly do the thoughts carry 
us farther ? and from conſidering, what 
we are — what kind of world we live in, 
and what evils befall us in it, how natu- 
rally do they ſet us to look forwards at 
kind of world we are intended hat evils 
may befall us there—and what proviſion 
we ſhould make againſt them here, whilſt 
EN RI . 


IF theſe leſſons are io inſeparable from 
the houſe of mourning here ſuppoſed — 
we ſhall find it a ſtill more inſtructive 
ſchool of wiſdom when we take a view 


of the place in W 
Vor. I. E 
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in which the wiſe man ſeems to confine 
8 n the text, in which, by the houſe of 
mourning. I believe, he means that par- 
ticular ſcene of forrow where there is la- 
— — — 


| Tora in hicher, ian for a 
moment. Behold a dead man ready to 
be carried out, the only fon of his mo- 
ther, and the a widow. "Perhaps a more 


vil along to the houſe of mourning, to 
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perform that laſt ' melan&isly office, 


which when the debt of natwye m pay- 
ed, we are called on 
other. , a 
; ; 404283121 
IF dis fad occation which leads him 
there, has not done it already; take no- 
tice, to what a ſerious and devout frame 
of mind every man is reduced, the mo- 
ment he enters this gate of 'affliction. 
The buſy and fluttering ſpirits, which in 
che houſe of mirth were wont to tranſ- 
port him from one diverting object to 
another — ſee how they are fallen ! how 
 peaceably they are laid! in this gloomy 
manſion full of ſhades and uncomfortable 
damps to ſeize the foul — ſee, the light 
and caſy heart, which never knew what 
it was to think before, how penſtve it is 
now, how ſoft, how ſuſceptible, how full 
66 WIA 
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is ſmitten with ſenſe and with a love of 
virtue. Could we, in this criſis, whilſt 
and the heart is thus exerciſed with wiſ- 
dom and bufied with heavenly contem- 
plations could we fee it naked as it 
is—ſtripped of all its paſſions, unſpotted 
by the world, and regardleſs of its plea- 
ſures — we might then ſafely reſt our 
cauſe, upon this ſingle evidence, and 


appeal to the moſt ſenſual, whether So- 


lomon has not made a juſt determina- 
tion. here, in favour of the houſe of 
mourning ? — not for its own ſake, but 
as it is fruuful in virtue, and becomes 
the occaſion of ſo much good. With- 
out this end, ſorrow I own has no uſe, 
but to ſhorten a man's days — nor can 
gravity, with all its ſtudied ſolemnity 
of look and carriage, ſerve any end but 

to 


SERMON II. 49 


to make one half of the world merry, 
and impoſe upon the other. 


Conſider what has been ſaid, and may 
(op of his mercy bleſs you. Amen. 


mt _—— S 3 „ *h 
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PHILANTROPY 
Recommended. 
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Lok E x. 36, 37. 


Which now of theſe three, tbinieſt thou, 

was neighbour unto bim that fell amongſt 

the thieves ? — And be ſaid, be that 

ſhewed mercy on bim. Then ſaid Jeſus 
unto him — Go, and do thou likewiſe. 


N the foregoing verſes of this chap- 
ter, the Evangeliſt relates, that a 
certain lawyer ſtood up and tempted Jz- 
sus, ſaying, maſter, what ſhall I do to 
inherit eternal life ? —— To which en- 
quiry, our Sa vioux, as his manner was, 
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him, - which he ſaw proceeded more from 
a deſign to entangle him, than an honeſt 
view of getting information — inſtead 


of giving a direct anſwer which might 


afford a handle to malice, or at beſt ſerve 
only to gratify an impertinent humour 
he immediately retorts the queſtion up- 
on the man who aſked it, and unavoid- 
ably puts him upon the neceſſity of an- 
ſwering himſelf ; — and as in the preſent 
caſe, the particular profeſiion of the en- 
quirer, and his ſuppoſed general know- 
ledge of all other branches of learning, 
left no room to ſuſpect, he could be ig- 
norant of the true anſwer to his queſ- 
tion, and eſpecially of what every one 
knew was delivered upon that head by 
their great Legiſlator, our Saviour 
therefore refers him to his own memory 
of what he had found there in the courſe 


of his ſtudies. — What is written in the 
IJ it} law, 


— 
WD 
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lew, how readeſt thou? — upon which 
of our duty to Gop and Man as deli- 
vered in the 148th of Leviticus and 
the 6th of Deuteronomy, —— namely 
our God with all our hearts, end love 
cur neighbour es curſelves; our bleſſed 
Saviour tells him, he had anſwered 


right, and if he followed that leſſon, he 


could not fail of the bleſſing he feem- 


ed deſirous to inherit. —— This do and 


= — tells ws, willing 
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fions of his own, or thoſe of which his 
whole order lay under an accuſation — 
ſays unto Jesvs in the 29th verſe, —— 
And who is my neighbour ? though the 
demand at firſt fight may ſeem utterly 
trifling, yet was it far from being ſo in 
fact. For according as you underſtood the 
term in a more or a leſs reſtrained, ſenſe 
it produced many neceſſary variations 
in the duties you owed from that rela- 
tion. — Our bleſſed Sa vioux, to rectify 
any partial and pernicious miſtake in this 
matter, and place at once this duty of 
the love of our neighbour upon its true 
bottom -of philantropy and univerſal 
kindneſs, makes anſwer to the propoſed 
queſtion, not by any far ferch'd reſine- 
which might have ſooner ſilenced than 


convinced the man «= but by a direct 


appeal 


ma — «at an - 
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appeal to human nature in an inſtance he 
relates of a man falling among thieves, 
left in the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable, 
till by chance a Samaritan, an utter 
ſtranger, coming where he was, by an 


act of great goodneſs and compaſſion, 
not only relieved him at preſent, but 


took him under his protection, and genc- 
rouſly provided for his future ſafety. 


On the cloſe of which engaging ac- 
count — our Savior appeals to the 
man's own heart in the firſt verſe of the 
text — M lich now of theſe three thinkeſt 
thou was neighbour unte him that fell 
amongſt the thieves ? and inſtead of draw - 
ing the inference himſelf, leaves him to 
decide in favour of ſo noble a principle 
ſo evidently founded in mercy. — The 
lawyer, ſtruck with the truth and juſtice 
of the doctrine, and frankly acknowledg- 

8 I ing 
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ing the force of it, our bleſſed Saviour 
concludes the debate with a ſhort admo- 
n 
had approved and go, and imitate that 
fair example of univerſal 23 
which. it had ſet before him. L 


- Ine antttien ee tend 
1 ſhall follow the ſame plan; and there- 
fore ſhall beg leave to enlarge firſt upon 
the ſtory itielf, with ſuch reflections as 
will riſe from it; and conclude, as our 
SAaviouk has done, with the ſame exhor- 


eto gy wg" agate ons, 
— 


A certain man, fays our Savioys, 
went down from Jeruſalem to Jericho and 
half dead. There is ſomething in our 
2389111 nature 
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nature which engages us to. take part 
in every accident to which man is fub- 
ject, from what cauſe ſoever it may 
have happened but in ſuch calamities as 
| fonune, to be charged upon no fault or 
indiſcretion of himſelf, there is ſome- 
thing then ſo truly intereſting, that at 
our own, not altogether from a reflec- 
tion that they might have been or may 
be ſo, but oftener from a certain genero- 
poſes us for compaſſion, abſtracted from 
all conſiderations of ſelf: fo that with- 
out any obſervable act of the will, we 
ſuffer with the unfortunate, and feel a 
hy, on ſeeing the moſt common inſtan- 
des of their diſtreſs, But where the ſpec- 
| macle is uncommonly tragical, and com- 

STi, ot plicated 
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plicated with many circumſtances of mi- 
ſery, the mind is then taken captive at 
once, and, were it inclined to it, has no 


power to make reſiſtance, but ſurrenders 


icfelf to all the tender emotions of pity 
and deep concern. So that when one 
confiders this friendly part of our nature 
without looking farther, one would think 


meaſure artached to the intereſt of him 
who ſuffers it. I ſay, one would think 
it impoſtible — for there are ſome tem- 
pers — how ſhall I deſcribe them? — 
formed either of ſuch impenetrable mat- 
ter, or wrought up by habitual ſelſiſn- 
nefs to ſuch an utter inſenſibility of what 


becomes of the forruncs of their fellow- 


crearures, as if they were not partakers 
of the ſame nature, or had no lot or con- 
nection at all with the ſpecies. 


Of 


* 
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Of this character, our Saviour pro- 
duces two diſgraceful inſtances in the be- 
haviour of a prieſt and a levite, whom in 
this account he repreſents as coming to 
the place where the unhappy man was; 
both paſſing by without either ſtretch- 
ing forth a hand to aſſiſt, or uttering a 
word to comfort him in his diſtreſs. 


And by chance there came down a 
certain prieſt ! — merciful Gop ! that a 
humanity — or that a man whoſe head 
might be thought full of the one, ſhould 
have a heart void of the other !—This 
however was the caſe before us — and 


of ir, could ever meet together in one 


„ N NN ON m. 
perion ;—yet in fact it is no fictitious 


Look into the world — how often do 
you behold a ſordid wretch, whoſe ſtrait 
heart is open to no man's affliction, ta- 
king ſhelter behind an appearance of 
picty, and putting on the garb of reli- 
gion, which none but the merciful and 
compaſſionate have a title to wear. Take 
notice with what ſanctity he goes ta 
the end of his days, in the ſame ſelſiſh 
track in which he at firſt ſet out turn- 
ing neither to the right hand nor to 
the left but plods on — pores all his 
life long upon the ground, as if afraid 
to look up, left peradventure he ſhould 


morhent out of that ſtraight line where 


intereſt is carrying him or if, by 
. 


2 * 
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x of diſtreſs, which threatens ſuck: a 
diſaſter to him—like the man here re- 
fide, as if unwillng to truſt himſcif 20 
the impreſſions of nature, ar hazard the 


mconveniences which pity mein * 
DES COU : 1s 


There is but one woke waning 4s 
a a ef xx) merci eee 
der the character umerly odious, and that 
our Saviour gives it in the: $ollowing 
inſtance he relates upon it. And like- 
wiſe, fays he, e Levite, when be was 41 
the place, came end looked at hn. It was 


not a tranſient averight, the haſty or il 


adviſed neglect of an unconſidering hu · 
fomerimes overtaken, and led on beyond 
the point where otherwiſe they would 
* 

con- 


F 2 


64 SRRMON HI. 


contrary, ic had all the aggravation of a 
deliberate act of 1 
from a hard heart. When he was at the 
place, he came, and looked at him. 
reaſon and nature to have awoke — ſaw 
the imminent danger he was in—and the 
preſſing neceſſity of immediate help, 
which ſo violent a caſe called aloud for; 
And after all—turned aſide and un- 
1 
of his condition. 


In all unmerciful actions, the worſt of 
men pay this compliment at leaſt to hu- 
manity, as to endeavour to wear as much 
of the appearance of it, as the caſe will 
well let them ;-—ſo that in the hardeſt 
acts a man ſhall be guilty of, he has 
fome motives, true or falſe, always ready 
— ä — 

world, 
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world, and, Gop knows, too often to 
And therefore it would be no hard mat- 
tcr here to give a probable gueſs at what 
paſſed in the Levite's mind in the pre- 
ſent caſe, and ſhew, was it neceſſary, by 
what kind of caſuiſtry he ſettled the 
matter with his conſcience as he paſſed 
by, and guarded all the paſſages to his 
might attempt to make upon the occa- 
fion. But it is painful to dwell long 
upon this diſagreeable part of the ſtory ; 
I therefore haſten to the concluding inci- 
dent of it, which is ſo amiable that one 
cannot eaſily be roo copious in refleftions 
upon it. And behold, ſays our Savi- 
OUR, a certain Samaritan as he journeyed 
came where he was; and when he ſaw 
him he had compaſſion on him — and 
as F 3 pouring | 


7 


6 MMO m 
pouring in oil and wine — fer him upon 


SERMON A. 67 
- little aid or conſolation to be looked for 
from ſo unpromiſing a quarter. Mas / 
after I have been twice paſſed by, neglected 
by men of my 0:0n nation and religion, bound 
by fo many ties ta affift me, left Bere friend- 
. teſs and unpitied both by a. Pricft and Le- 
dite, men wheſe profeſſion and ſuperior ad- 
rantages of knowledge could not leave them 
in the dark in what manner they S diſ- 
charge this debt <ohich my condition claims 
Alter this—wbet hopes ?- has expefa- 
ties from a peſſenger, rot only g ſiranger, 
—but a Samaritan releaſed jrom all obli- 
 gations to me, and by d national dijlike in- 
flamed by mutual ill offices, now made my 
enemy, and more likely to rejoice at the evils 
which have fallen apen me, than jo fre;ch 
 fereh a hand to ſove me from them. 


6 * 
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compaſtonate tempers baffle all little rea- 
fonings about them. True charity, in 
the apoſtle's deſcription, as it is kind, and 


is nat cafily provoked, fo it manifeſted 


this character here; — for we find when 
he came where he was, and beheld his di- 


at another time might have roſe within 
| him, now utterly forſook him and fled : 


when he faw his misfortunes he forgot 
all che prejudices which education had 
planted againſt him, and in the room of 
them, all that was good-and compaſſio- 
nate w2s ſuffered to ſpeak in his behalf. 


Jn benevolent natures the impulſe to 
pity is fo ſudden, that like inſtruments 


of muſic which obey the touch the ob- 
jects which are fitted to excite ſuch im- 


preflions work fo inſtantaneous an effect, 
- 3 
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that you would think the will was ſcarde 
concerned, and that the mind Was alto- 
gether paſſive in the ſympathy which her 
own goodneſs has excited. The truth is, 
Le 
y up and wholl 
the object of pity, 2 
tend to her own operations, or take lei- 
ſure to examine the principles upon which 
the moment he ſaw him he had compaſs 
fion on him, yet ſudden as the emotion is 
it was mechanical, but that there was 3 
ſettled principle of humanity and good- 
neſs which operated within him, and in- 
fluenced not only the firſt impulſe of kind- 
neſs, but the continuation of it chrough- 
out the reſt of ſo engaging a behaviour, 
And becauſe it is a pleaſure, to leok into 
a good mind, and trace out as far as Ohe 
1 5 | 18 
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ia able what paſſes within it on fuch oc- 
caſfions, I ſhall beg leave for a moment, 
to ſtate an account of what was likely 
to paſs in his, and in what manner fo 
diſtreſsful a caſe would neceſfarily work 
upon ſuch a diſpoſition. 


As he approached the place where the 
unfortunate man lay, the inſtant he be- 
Held him, no doubt ſome ſuch train of 
refleftions as this would rife in his mind. 
« Good God! what a ſpectacle of mi- 
« ſery do I behold — a man ſtripped of 
his raiment — wounded — lying lan- 
* zuſt ready to expire, — without the 
* comfort of a friend to ſupport him in 
* his laſt agonies, or the proſpect of a 
ate over. But perhaps my concern 
< ſhould leffert when I reflect on the re- 
* « lations 
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< lations in which we ſtand to each other 
Achat be is a Jew and I 4 Samaritan. 
„hut are we not ſtill both men? 
* partakers of the fame nature and 
< ſubjeft to the fame evils ? let me 
change conditions with him for a 
© moment and confider, had his lot be- 
fallen me as I journeyed in the way, 
< what meaſure I ſhould have expeted 
„at his hands. — Should I wiſh when 
he beheld me wounded and half-drad, 
< that he ſhould ſhut up his bowels of 
<< compaſſion from me, and double the 
« weight of wy miſeries by paſſing by 
and leaving them unpitied ? — But 1 
* am ſtranger to the man be it ſo,— 
„ but I am no ſtranger to his condition 
«< misfortunes are of no particular 
tribe or nation, but belong toe us all, 
<« and have 2 general claim upon us, 
< without diſtinRion of climnate,-country 
6-7 2 * or 


« of others may be involved in it: per- 
* haps at this inſtant that he lies here 
«« forſaken, in all this miſery, a whole 
<« yirtuous family is joyfully looking for 
* his return, and affectionately count- 
ing the hours of his delay. Oh! did 
they know what evil hath befallen him 
4% .- how would they fly to fuccour 
* him.— Let me then haſten to ſupply 
<« thoſe tender offices of binding up his 
«« wounds, and carrying him to a place 
« of 


— 
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& of ſafety—or if that aſſiſtance comes 
<: $00 late, I ſhall comfort him ar leaſt 
in his laſt hour—and, if I can dv 
nothing elſc,—I ſhall ſoften his miſ- 


„„ eee Wen ay 
* aver them.” 


'Tis almoſt neceſſary to imagine the 
good Samaritan was influenced by fome 
ſuch thoughts as theſe, from the uncom- 
mon generoſity of his behaviour, which 
is repreſented by our Saviour operating 
like the warm zeal of a brother, mixed 
of a parent, who was not ſatisfied with 
ſupplying his preſent wants, but in look - 
that his wants ſhould be ſupplied when 
2 
1 I 
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Ichink there needs no ſtronger argu- 
ment to prove how univerſally and deep- 
ly the ſeeds of this virtue of compaſſion 
are planted in the heart of man, than in 
the pleaſure we take in ſuch repreſenta- 
tions of it: and though ſome men have 
repreſented human nature in other co- 
lours, {though to what end I know not) 
that che matter of fact is fo ſtrong againſt 


to pity the unfortunate, we expreſs that 
ſenfartion by the word bumanity, as if it 
it is not inſeparable, T have allowed in 
the former part of this diſcourſe, from 
fome reproachful inſtances of ſelfiſh tem- 
pers, which ſeem to take part in nothing 
beyond themſelves ; yet I am perſuaded 
and ' affirm tis ftill fo great and noble a 
part of our nature, that a man muſt ds 
great violence to himſelf, and ſuffer many 
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a painful confiift, before he has brought 
kikif oo a different difpalitien. * 


Tis obſervable in the Ac 
count, that when the prieſt came to the 
place where he was, he paſſed by on the 
other ſide — he might have paſſed by, 
you'll ſay, without turning aſide. —No, 
there is a ſecret ſhame which attends 
every act of inhumanity not to be con- 
quered in the hardeſt natures, ſo that, as 
in other caſes, ſo eſpecially in this, many 
a man will do a cruel act, who at the 
ſame time would bluſh to look you in 
228288552 


1 is who 
— AY, 


2 * 
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is not able to withold his alimony 0» 
232 


I T have now done with the parable, 

which was the firſt part propoſed to be 
conſidered in this diſcourſe z and ſhould 
proceed to the ſecond, which fo naturally 
falls from it, of exhorting you, as our 
Saviouk did the lawyer upon it, to go 
and do ſo likewiſe : but I have been ſo 
copious in my reflections upon the ſtory 
itſelf, that I find I have inſenſibly incor- 
porated into them almoſt all that I ſhould 
have faid here in recommending fo ami- 
able an example ; by which means I have 
unawares anticipated the taſk I propoſed. 
I ſhall therefore detain you no longer 
than with a ſingle remark upon the ſub- 
ject in general, which is this, *Tis ob- 
our bleſſed Saviour in deſcribing the 
day 
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day of judgment does it in ſuch a man- 
ner, as if the great enquiey then, was 
to relate principally to this one virtue of 
tence at that ſolemnity was to be pro- 
exactly according to che degrees | 
df it. I was a huagred and ye gave me 
meat — thirſty and ye gave me diink— 
naked and ye cioathed me — I was ſick 
and ye viſited me — in priſon and ye 
came unto me. Not that we are tv 
imagine from thence, as if any other 
good or evil action ſhould then be over- 
lLoked by the eye of the All-ſecing Judge, 
but barely to intimate to us, that a cha- 
ritable and benevalent diſpolitivn is fo 
principal and ruling a part of a man's 
character, as to be a conſiderable teſt by 
itlelf of the whole frame and temper of 
his mind, with which all other virtues 

Vor. I. G and 
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z and vines reſpectively riſe and fall, and 
will almoſt; nereſſarily be connected. — 
Tell me «herefore of a compaſhonate 
man, you repreſent to me a man of a 
thouſand other good qualities —— on 
whom I can depend —— whom I may 
fafely truſt with my wife —— my chil- 
dren, my fortune and reputation. Iis 
for this, as the apoſtle argues from the 


ſame principle — that he will not com- 
mit adultery —- that he will not Kill — 


that he will not ſteal — that he will nor 


ſuch treſpaſſes are fo tenderly felt by a 


compaſſionate man, that it is not in his 
power or his nature to commit them. 


8s that well might he conclude, that 
charity, by which be means, the love 
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Now to Gop, Cc. Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 
SELF KNOWLEDGE. 
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SERMON IV. 


2 SAMUEL Xii. 7. 1ſt part. 


And Nathan ſaid unto David, thou art the 
Man. 


HERE is no hiſtorical paſſage 
in ſcripture, which gives a more 
remarkable inſtance of the deccitfulneſs 
of the heart of man to itſelf, and of how 
little we truly know of ourſelves, than 
this, wherein David is convicted out of 
his own mouth, and is led by the pro- 
phet to condemn and pronounce a ſevere 
judgment upon another, for an act of 
injuſtice, which he had paſſed over in 
himſelf, and poſſibly reconciled to his 
own conſcience. To know one's ſelf, 
ene would think could be no very diffi- 
G4 culr 


EHU Iv. 


5 

7 
true diſpoſition of his own heart. If a 
man thinks at all, he cannot be a ſtran- 
ger to what paſſes there — he muit be 


conſcious of his own thoughts and de- 
en, "Bs muſt remember * paſt ger 


which in general have directed the ac- 
tibns of his life : he may hang out falſe 
colours and- dereive the world, but how 


can— is evident, becauſe he daily does 
fo. — Scripture tells us, and gives us 
many hiſtorical proofs of it, beſides this 
to which the text refers — that the heart 
of man is treacherous to itſelf and de- 
„ yreuckagy, the and experience 


— 


can a man deceive himſelf ? That a man 
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and conſequently qualified to -know. 
« the moſt of himſelf — yet ſo it hap-, 
„ pens, that he generally knows the 
God has given him of turning his 
« eyes inwards upon himſelf, and taking 
« notice of the chain of his own thoughts 
« ſo inattentive, but always fo partial. 
« an obſerver of what paſſes, that he as 
« as much, nay often, a much greater 
« ſtranger to his own diſpaſition and 
« ſides.” | q 


By what means he is brought under ſo 
manifeſt a deluſion, and how he ſuffers 
himſelf to be ſo groſiy impoſed upon in 
2 point which he is capable of knowing, 
ſo much better than others, is not hard. 


8: NE KM @N . 


wo tri juiglng of <acs chings;! when,/- 
our paſſion and inclinations are called - 
in as counſellors, and we ſuffer ourſelves 
to ſee and reaſon juſt fo far and no far- 
ther than they give us leave. How hard 
found judgment in a matter where our 
intereſt is deeply concerned'? — and even 
where there is the remoteſt conſiderations | 
of ſelf, connected with che point before +: 
us, what a ſtrange bias does-.it bang up- on 
on our minds, and how. difficult is it to 
diſengage dur judgments entirely fram . 

it? with what reluctance are we brought 

to think evil af a friend hen we have: + 


long loved and cſtcemed, —_— 


NN 


8ER u 3% 
e bins, be t wo eb dee 
| or put favourable conſtrubtions upon 
den, and even ſometirnes, hen dr 
zel and frendſhip tranſport us, to ain 
cho beſt and kindeſt motives | for” the + 
conduct. | Iten £6 i 


deteit is proportionably  fronger with a 
man, when he is. going to judge of him- 


efface ar: - : 
dne 
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once all the tender impreſſions in favour 


of them ſuppoſed to be a divine direc- 
tion ; chat it came down from Heaven, | 
and comprehended' the whole circle both 
SP of 


29 5 ceſs, 
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ef the knowledge and the duty of man. 


And indeed their zeal might eaſily be al- 
lowed in fo high an encomium upon the 
aKainment of a virtue, the want of which 
ſo often baffied their inſtructions, and 
rendered their endeavours of reforming 
could think of a reformation of the 
faults within him, who knew not where 


they lay, or could ſet about correcting. 
till he had firſt come to a ſenſe of the 


3 


en this was a point always much ea- 
chan ſhewn how to be put in practice, 
and therefore others, who equally ſought 
the reformation of mankind, obſerving 
that this direct road which led to it was 
guarded on all fides by flf-love, and 
conſequently very difficult to open ac- 


wo .\$ E'RCMYOTNT TV. 


more artful courſe was requiſite ; as they 
had nat ſtrength to remove this flatter- 
ing palſion' which ſtood in their y 
and blocked up all the paſſages to the 
heart, they endeavoured by ſtratagem to 
t beyond it, and by a ſkilful addreſs, 
if poſſible, to deceive it. This gave riſe 
to the early manner of conveying their 
inſtructions in parables, fables, and ſuch 
rt of indirect applications, which, the? 
they couſd not conquer this principle' of 
ſelf-love, yet often laid it aſleep, or at 
leaft over-reached it for a few moments, 


9. 
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was to go and bring him to a con- 
tion of them, and touch his heart with 
a-fenſe of guilt for what: he had done 
againſt the honour and life of | Uriah. 


would have been ſo quick · ſighted in diſ- 
gerning the nature of the injury. 
more. ready to have redreſſed it, or who 
party. who had ſuffered it, chan. he him- 
Gf... = | | | ; 


LY 
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to David's as he ſuppoſed would awaken 
his ſuſpicios, and prevent a patient and 
candid hearing, and yet not ſo void of 
reſemblance in the main circumſtances, 
as to fail of ſtriking him, when ſhewn 
2 


—_—__cC 
« 'Thete were two men in one city, the 
one rich and the other poor—the rich 
„man had exceeding many flocks and 
« herds, but the poor man had nothing, 
* ſave one little ewe lamb which he had 
re 
up together with him and with his 
os 2 bay Fradngutcny 
« and drank of his own cap, and lay 
in his boſom, and was unto him as 4 
daughter — and there came a traveller 
<* unto the rich man, and he ſpared to 
< take of his own flock and of his own 
herd 
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herd to dreſs for the wayfaring man 
| chat was come unto him, but took the 
E poor man's lamb and dreffed it for the 
| «< man that was come unto him“ 


The caſe was drawn up with. grear 1 


| 
| 
| 
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withal, the whole was fo tenderly ad- 
dreſſed to the heart and paſſions, as to 
kindle at once the utmoſt horror and 
indignation. And fo it did,—but not 
againſt the proper perſon. In his tranſ- 
port he forgot himfclf ;-—his anger 
greatly kindled againſt the man, —and 
He faid unto Nathan, As the Lord 
„ liveth, the man that hath done this 
thing, ſhall ſurely dic, and he ſhall 
« reſtore the lamb fourfold, becauſe he 
« cid this thing, and becauſe he had no 
< pity.” | 


It can ſcarce be doubted here, but 
that David's anger was real, and that 
he was what he appeared to be, greatly 
provoked and exaſperated againſt the of- 
fender : and, indeed, his ſentence againſt 
him proves he was ſo above meaſure. 
For to puniſh the man with death, and 

ob- 
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oblige him to reſtore fourfold beſides, 
was highly unequitable, and nat only 
diſproportioned to the offence, but far 
above the utmoſt rigour and ſeverity of 
the law, which allowed a much fſoftcr 
atonement, requiring in ſuch a caſe, no 
more than an ample reſtitution and re- 
compence in kind. The judgment how- 
ever, ſeems to have been truly ſincere 
and well meant, and beſpoke rather the 
honeſt raſhneſs of an unſuſpicious judge, 
than the cool determination of a con- 
ſcious and guilty man, who knew he was 
going to paſs ſentence upon himſelf. 


1021 take notice of this ne. be- 
which is the fubjaS of the diſcourke, in 
the ſtrongeſt light, and fully demonſtrates 
the truth of a fact in this great man, 


H 2 which 
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which happens every day among our- 
ſelves, namely, that a man may be guilty 
of very bad and diſhoneſt actions, and 
yet reflect ſo little, or ſo partially, upon 
what he has done, as to keep his con- 
ſcience free, not only from guilt, but 
even the remoteſt ſuſpicions, that he 
is the man which in truth he is, and 
what the tenor and evidence of his life 
demonſtrate. If we look into the world 
David's is no uncommon caſe ;—we 
ſee ſome one or other perpetually copy- 
ing this bad original, fitting in judg- 
ment upon himſelf, —hearing his own 
cauſe, and not knowing what he is do- 
Executing It too with wrath upon the 
perſon of another, when in the language 
of the propher, one might ſay to him 
wath. juſticc, taou art the man.“ 

| A 


SERMON IV: 97 


Of the many revengeful, covetous, 
falſe, and ill-natured perſons which we 
complain of in the world, though we 
all join in the cry agaiaſt them, what 
man amongſt us ſingles out himſelf as a 
criminal, or ever once takes it into his 
head that he adds to the number? or 
where is there a man ſo bad, who would 
not think it the hardeſt and moſt unfair 
imputation to have any of thoſe particu- 
lar vices laid to his charge ? 


If he has the ſymptoms never ſo ſtrong. 
upon him, which he would pronounce 
infallible in another, they are indications 
of no ſuch malady in himſelf. — He fees 
what no one elſe ſees, ſome ſecret and 
fizttering circumſtances in his favour, 
which no doubt make a wide difference 
betwixt his caſe and the parties which he 
condemns. 

II 3 What. 


95 SERMON Tv. 
"Wet Gi inks Coeds fo ces 2nd 
n vite of pride, 0 
the weakneſs of it in a more odious light, 
or 1s more hurt with it in another, than 
the proud man himſelf? It is the ſame 
with the paſſionate, the deſigning, the 
ambitious, and ſome other common cha- 
racters in life; and being a conſequence of 
the nature of ſuch vices, and almoſt in- 
ſeparable from them, the eſſects of it are 
generally fo groſs and abfurd, that where 
pity does not forbid, *tis pleaſant to ob- 
ferve and trace the cheat through the ſe- 
veral turnz and windings of the heart, 
and detect it through all the ſhapes and 
appearances which it puts on. 


Next to theſe inſtances of ſelf. deceit 
and utter ignorance of our true diſpo- 
(ation and character, which appears in not 
ſeeing that in ourſelves which ſhocks us 


in another man; there is another ſpecies 
ſtill more dangerous and deluſive, and 
which the more guarded perpetually fall 
different vices, according to their age and 
flows of their paſſions and deſires. 


To conceive this, let any man look 
into his own heart, and obſerve in how 
different a degree of deteſtation, num- 
bers of actions ſtand there, though equal 
ly bad and vicious in themſelves : he 
will ſoon find that ſuch of them, as 
ftrong inclination or cuſtom has promp- 
ted him to commit, are generally dreſſed 
out, and painted with all the falſe beau- 
ties which a ſoft and flattering hand can 
he feels no 
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all the true circumſtances of their — 
and diſhonour. 


in the cave, and cut off the ſkirt of his 
robe, we read, his heart ſmote him for 
what he had done ;— ſtrange, it ſmote 
him not in this matter of Uriah, where 
it had ſo much ſtronger reaſon to take 
the alarm.—A whole year had almoſt 
paſſed from the firſt commiſſion of this 
imuſtice, to the time the prophet was 
ſent to reprove him ;—and we read not 
once of any remorſe or compun tion of 
heart for what he had done: and it is 
not to be doubted, had the ſame pro- 
phet met him when he was returaing up 
out of the cave, — and told him, that 
ſcrupulous and conſcientious as he then 
ſeemed and thought himſelf to be, 
chat he was deceiving himſelf, and was 


capa- 
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eapable of commiting the fouleſt and 
moſt diſhonourable actions; — that he 
ſhould one day murder a faichful and a. 
valiant ſervant, whom he ought in juſtice 
to have loved and honoured ;—that he 
ſhould without pity firſt wound him in 
the tendereſt part, by taking away his 
deareſt poſſe ſũon, —and then unmerciful- 
ly and treacherouſly rob him of his life. — 
Had Nathan in a prophetic ſpirit foretold 
to David that he was capable of this, and 
that he ſhould one day actually do it, 
and from no other motive but the mo- 
mentary gratification of a baſe and un- 
worthy paſſion, he would have received 
the prediction with horror, and ſaid poſ- ' 
ſibly with Hazacl upon juſt ſuch an- 
other occaſion, and with the ſame igno- 
rance of himſelf, - hat is thy ſervant 
à deg that be fhouid do this great thing. 
And yet in all likclihood, at that very 
6 time 
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2 paſſions are warmed, a = 
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Wo temper, or rank in life ſecure 
er ape: how well he reaſons, 
—— equity he determines, 
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with us from our childhood, they lye 
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ples, but knaves in matters of a 
pound weight ;—every day ſtraining at 
gnats, yet ſwallowing camels ; — miſe- 
rably cheating ourſelves, and torturing 
our reaſon to bring us in ſuch a report of 


the fin as ſuits the preſent appetite anu 
— 


Moſt of us are aware of and pretend 
to deteſt the barefaced inſtances of that 
but few of us are upon our guard or fee 
that more fatal hypocriſy by which we 
deceive and over-reach our own hearts. 


It is a flattering and dangerous diftem- 


per, which has undone thouſands ;—we 
bring the ſeeds of it along with us into 
the world, — they inſenſibly grow up 


long concealed and undiſturbed, and have 
I gene- 


# + . 
* 

* 
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generally got ſuch deep root in our na- 


tures by the time we are come to years 
of underſtanding and reflection, that it 
requires all we have got to defend our- 
ſelves from their effects. 


To make the caſe ſtill worſe on our 


fides, tis with this as with every griev- 


ous diſtemper of the body,—the reme- 
dies are dangerous and doubtful, in pro- 


of the cauſe : for in the inſtances of 


ſelf-deceit, though the head is ſick, and. 


the whole heart faint, the patient ſeldom 
knows what he ails :—of all the things 
we know and learn, this neceſſary know- 
ledge comes to us the laſt. | 


Upon what principles it happens thus, 
I have endeavoured to lay open in the 
fiſt part of this diſcourſe ; which I con- 


clude - 
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clude with a ſcrious exhertation to ſtrug- 


gle againſt them; which we can only 
hope to do, by converſing more and 
oftener with ourſelves, than the buſineſs 
and diverſions of the world generally 
give us leave. 


We have a chain of thoughts, deſires, 


<ngagements and idleneſſes, which perpe- 


tually return upon us in their proper time 
and order, —let us, I befeech you, aſſign 
and ſet apart ſome ſmall portion of the 
Cay for this purpoſe, —of retiring into 
ourſelves, and ſearching into the dark 
corners and receſſes of the heart, and 
taking notice of what is paſſing there. 
Tf a man can bring kimſclf to do this 
taſk with a curious and imparrial eye, 
he will, quickly find the fruits of it will 
more than -rccompente his time and la- 
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diſcover in his progreſs many ſecret turns 
and windings in his heart to which he | 


SERMON IV. 17 
« Try me, O Gon ! and ſeek the ground 
« of my heart, prove me and examine 
my thoughts, —look well if there be 
any way of wickedneſs in me, and lead 
| * me in the way everlaſting.” 


| Now to Gop the Father, Sc. Oc. 


| 


| 
| SERMON V. 
| The Caſe of Elijah and the 


Widow of Zarephath con- 
ſidered. 


A CrariTY SERMON. 


Yor. I. 6. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


0819 Sermon, with the 
following Dedication to 
the Lord Biſhop of Carliſh, 
then Dean of York, was prin- 
ted ſome Years ago, but was 
read by very few ; it is there- 
fore reprinted in this collec- 
tion. | 


TO THE 


Very REVEREND 


Richard Ofbaldefon, D. D. 
Dean of York. 


. K 


Tum 
ſcribe this diſcourſe to you, 
in teſtimony of the great reſpet? 
which I owe to your character 
in general; and from a ſenſe 
of what is due to it in particu- 
lar from every member of the 
Church of Yors. 


WM T wiſh I had as good a rea- 
Jon for doing * which has 
| given 


DEDICATION. 
given me the opportunity of ma- 
king ſo publick and juſt an ac- 
knowledgment ; being afraid 
there can be little left to be ſaid 
upon the Jubjet of Charity, 
which has not been often thought, 
and much better expreſſed by 
many who have gone before : and 
indeed, it ſeems jo beaten and 
common a path, that it is not an 
eaſy matter for a new comer to 
diſtinguiſh himſelf in it, by any 
thing except the novelty of his 
Vehicle. 


T bes, bowever, &. * your kind 


acceptance of it, and of the mo- 
tives which have induced me to 
ad- 


DEDICATION. 


addreſs it to you; one of 5 which, 
I cannot conceal in juſtice to my- 
ſelf, becauſe it has proceeded 
from the ſenſe of many ee 
and civilities which 7 
cerved from you. I am, 


Reverend S1 KR, 


Your moſt obliged, 
and ſaithſul 


Humble Servant, 


LAaURENCE STERNF, 


13 
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1 KinGs xvii. 16. 


And the barrel of meal waſted not, neither 
did the cruſe f oil fail, according to 


the word of the Lord which be ſpake 
by the prophet Elijab. 


HE. words of the text are the re- 
cord of a miracle wrought in be- 
half of the widow of Zerephath, who 
| had charitably taken Elijah under her 
roof, and adminiſtered unto him in 2 | 
| time of great ſcarcity and diſtreſs. There | 
is ſomething very intereſting and affec- | 
| tionate in the manner this ſtory is re- | 
| lated in holy writ; and as it concludes 
with a ſecond ſtill more remarkable 
I 4 proof 
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proof of Gov's favour to the ſame per- 
ſon, in the reſtoration of her dead ſon to 
life, one cannot but conſider both mi- 
racles as rewards of that act of piety, 
wrought by infinite power, and left upon 
record in {cripture, not merely as teſti- 
monies of the propher's divine miſſion, 


In this view I have made choice of 
this piece of facred ſtory, which I ſhall 
beg leave to make uſe of as the ground- 
work for an exhortatipn. to charity in 
general: and that it may better anſwer 
the particular purpoſe of this folemnity, 
I I will endeavour to enlarge upon it with 
ſuch refleftions, as, I truſt in Gon, will 
excite fome ſentiments of compaſſion 


"1 — 
434-42 / 
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which may be profitable to fo pious a- 
deſign. $119 731 .10 
7 1. 


Elijah had fled from two dreadful ' 
evils, the approach of a famine, and the 
perſecution of Ahab an enraged enemy: 
and in obedience to the command of 
Gop had hid himſelf by the brook Che- 
rith, that is before Jordan. In this ſafe 
and peaceful ſolitude, bleſſed with daily 
marks of Gop's providence, the holy 
man dwelt free both from the cares and 
glories of the world: by miraculous im- 
pulſe the ravens brought bim bread an 
feſb in the morning, and bread and fleſb in 
the evening, and be drank of the brook; 
till by continuance of drought, (the 
windows of heaven being ſhut up in 
thoſe days for three years and fix months, 
which was the natural: cauſe likewiſe of - 
the famine,) it came to paſs after a while 

thar 


* 
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chat the brook, the great fountain of his 
ſupport, dried up; and he is again di- 
rected by the word of the Lord where to 
betake himſelf for ſneler. He is com- 
manded to ariſe and go to Zerephath, 
which belongeth ro Zadon, with an aſ- 
ſurance that he had diſpoſed the heart of 
—— to ſuſtain him. 


The prophet follows the call of his 
8 ſame hand which brought 
him to the gate of the city, had led alſo 
the poor widow out of her doors, op- 
upon a melancholy errand, to make pre- 
peration to eat her „ and ſhare 
2 


mcd the bad a fend egriat 


parental 


Cn 


falling 
Elijah came to the place where ſhe was. 
And be called unto ber, and ſaid, fetch 
me, I pray thee, a little cvater in a veſſel that 
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parental jove could ' infpive; full, no 


doubt, of cares and many tender appre- 
| henfions left her flender ſtock ſhould fail 
them befbre the return of plenty. 


But as ſhe was a widow, having loſt 


the only faithful friend who would beſt 


have aſſiſted her in this virtuous ſtruggle, 
the preſſing neceſſity of the times at 
length overcame her; and ſhe was juſt 
down an eaſy prey to it, when 


I may drink. Aud as fbe was going t6 fetch 


it, be called unto ber and ſaid, bring me, 1 


pray thee, @ morſe] of bread in thine band. 
And ſbe ſaid, as the Lord thy God livetb, 


eve pot 4 take, but a bandſul of meal 
in à barrel, anda little oil in 4 cruſe, 
2 bebold I a gathering two flicks, that 


I may 
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* 


1 may go in and dreſi it for me and my ſor, 


ſaid unto her, fear not, but go, and do 
as thou ha ſaid; but make me thereof a 


little cake firſt, and bring it unto me, and 


after make for thee and for thy ſon. For 
thus ſays the Lord God of Ijrael, the bar- 


rel, of meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſoall 


the cruſe of oil fail, until the day that the 
Lerd ſendeth rain upon the earth. 


True charity is always unwilling to 


find excuſes — elſe here was a fair op- 
portunity of pleading many : ſhe might 
have.inſiſted over again upon her ſitua- 
tion, which neceſſarily tied up her hands; 
— ſhe might have the unreaſori- 
ableneſs of the requeſt ; — chat ſhe was 
reduced to the loweſt extremity already; 


— and that it was contrary to j Lich fn 
the firſt law of nature zo rob het ar 
child 
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child of their laſt morſel, and 
a ſtranger. 


hut in generous ſpirits, compaſſion is 
ſometimes more than a ballance for ſelf- 


preſervation. For, as Gop certainly in- 


terwove that friendly ſoftneſs in our na- 
ture to be a check upon too great a pro- 
penſity towards ſelf-· love — fo it ſeemed” 


to operate here. — For it is obſervable, 
that though the prophet backed his re- 
queſt with the promiſe of an immediate 
recompence in multiplying her ftock ; 
yet it is not evident, ſhe was influenced 
at all by that temptation. For if ſhe 
had, doubtleſs it muſt have wrought 
ſuch a mixture of ſelf-intereſt into the 
motive of her compliance, as muſt great- 
ly have allayed the merit of the action. 
Hut this I ſay, does not appear, but 
rather the contrary, from the reflection 

5 ſhe 


give it to 


— —— 


—— — 2 
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ſhe makes upon the whole in the laſt 
verſe of the chapter. Now by this I 
know that thou art a man of God, and 
that thi word of the Lord in thy mouth is 


Beſides as ſhe was an inhabitant of 
Zerepharth, (or, as it is called by St. 
Lake, Sarepta, ſubject to Sidon the me- 
tropolis of Phoenicia, without the bounds 
of Gov's people,) ſhe had been brought 
up in groſs darkneſs and idolatry, in 
utter ignorance of the Lord Gop of 
Ifrael : or, if ſhe had heard of his name, 
which is all that ſeems probable, ſhe had 
been taught to diſbelieve the mighty 
wonders of his hand, and was ſtill les 
likely to believe his prophet. | 
Moreover ſhe might argue, if this 
108 


5 O 
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or through the power of his Gon, is 
able to procure ſo preternatural a ſupply 
for me, whence comes it to pals, that 


both with hunger and thirſt ? 


— 


ws 8 ELN . 

cer ce in Kind reaſons, that he 
w n fur from his own country, and 
Mad ſtrayed out of the reach of the ten- 
der offices of ſome one who affectionately 
mourned” his abſence — her heart was 
rouched with piry. — She turned in fi- 


and ber howſe did cat many days; or, as 


2 d, 


Though it may not ſeem neceſſary to 
yer it is natural to ſuppoſe, the danger 
got over, that the mother began to look 
hopefully forwards upon the reſt of her 
days. — widows in I- 


* 


lence and went and did according as be 


racl 


— ͥ :p ———— — ES 


— —— — — 


thut up for three years and fix months, 
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rael at that time, when the heavens were 


yet, as St. Luke obſerves, d u of 
them was the prophet fent, fave to this 
<vidow of Sarepto in all likelihood, ſhe 
would not be the laſt in making the 


ſame obſervation, and drawing from it 


ſame flattering concluſion in favour of 
her ſon. — Many a parent would build 
high, upon a worſe foundation. 
Since the Gov of Iſrael has thus feat 
<< his own meſſenger to us in our diſtreſs, 
<< to paſs by ſo many houſes of his own. 
people, and ſtop at mine, to fave it 
in ſo miraculous a manner from de- 
< ſtruction; doubtleſs, this is but an 
< earneſt of his future kind intentions 
„ us: at leaſt, his goodneſs has de- 
© cope-00 camiart. any ob. age by the 

<< lang life. and health of my fon : — 
but perhaps, he has ſomething greater 

Vor. I. K * ſtill 
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Hieltered him. The prophee wan 100 
full of compaſſion, to' thake reply to fo 
unkind an accuſation. He takes the 
dead child ont of bis mother boſoin, and 
lei him upon Lit 0wn bed; and he-eritd 
ante the Lord and ſaid, O Lord ay G 
ba tber brought evil upon the g 
with whom I ſojourn, by laying ber fan? 
| s this the reward of all her tharity 
and goodneſs ? thou haſt before-rhis 

| « robbed her of the dear partner of all 


her joys- and all her cares; and now 
that ſhe is a widow, and has mot - 
ben to expect thy proceitiony' beliold 
* thou haſt withdrawn hes laſt pop: 
thou haſt taken away her child, be 
only iſtay ſhe' had to reſt o. Abd 
 Elijab cried unte God, and ſaid, O Lad 
e 1 God, T7 prey thee; 1» — 
| e r ap | 


23 „ 
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he prayer was urgent, and 'beſpoke 
ſuffering in the misfortunes of another; 
— motcover his heart was rent with other 
paſſions. — He was zealous for the name 
and honour of his Gor, and thought 

ous attribute of mercy. concern'd in the 
event: for, oh! with what triumph 
would the prophets of Raul retort his 
64m bitter taunt, and fay, his God war 
eirber talking, or be was purſuing, or was 
tn u journey ; er peradventure be flept und 
over involved in the fucceſs of his prayer 
fo'fou} a one, ſo unworthy of his cha- 
who would report with pleaſure. Lo 
the widow of Zetephath took the meſ- 
ſenger 
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« ſenger of the Gop of Iſcaol under her 
<< roof, and kindly entertained him, and 
„ ſee how ſhe is rewarded ; furely the 

« prophet was ungrateful, - he wanted 
power, of what is — . 
pity!“ | 


Beſides all this, be pleaded IR 
the cauſe of the widow; it was the caule 
deep wound already, and would ſuffer 
ſtill more ſhould Gop deny it this teſti · 
mony of his favour. So the Lord bearkaed 
wnto the voice of Elijah, and the ſoul. of 
the child came into him again, and be re- 
brought bim down out of the chamber inta 
the bouſe, and delivered bim unte his mo- 
ter; and Eljab jak, fr th om Fred. 
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But  farkrence abe fackwighs and 
Band of 4 huſband unto — — 
ner 
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in families, — viy 
wildy, that the poſterity of ſome of the 
moſt liberal contributors here, in the. | 
plan which they now fo kindly water. 
1 —— 
turned 
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* | 1283 10 219115336 
* 3 
right which Gop's promiſe gives it to 
lence, in the ordinary chain of eff 
have a natural and more immediate ten- 
dency in themſelves ro reſcue al mani 


from the accidents of the world, by fag 


not piry him ? who, that had power: uw 
do it, would not befriend and zaiſe him 
up? or could the moſt barbarous tems 
per offer an inſult to his diſtreſs withour 
pain and reluctance? ſo that it:is almaſt 
a wonder that covetouſneſs, even in fpite; 
of itſelf, does not ſometimes-argue-4 mai 


into 
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into charity, by its own principle of 
tion it would delight in of receiving its 
own again with ufury. — So evident is 
it in the courſe of God's providence and 
the natural ſtream of things, that a good 
ofice one time or other generally meets 
with a reward. — Generally, did 1 fay 
£ how can it ever fail? — when beſides 
alt this, fo large a ſhare of the recom- 
pence is ſo inſeparable even from the 
action itſelf. Aſk the man who has a 
tear of tenderneſs always ready to ſhed 
ready to diſtribute and willing to commu- 
nitate: alk him if the beſt things, which 
preſſed what be has felt, hem by a fea- 
ſotiable kindneſs, he has made 1be beart 
of the widow ing for joy; Mark chen 
the expreſſions of unutterable pleafure 
7 . and 
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"and harmony in his looks and "ay, 
whether Solomon has not fixed the point. 
of true enjoyment in the right place. 
when he declares, that he knew ng 
good there was in any of the riches, 
* or honours of this world, but for 4 
„ man 40 do good with them in bis life.” 
Nor was it without reaſon he made this. 
judgment. Doubtleſs he had found 
and ſeen the infufficiency of all ſenſual 
Pleaſures 3 ho unable to furniſh cither a 
rational or a laſting ſcheme of happineſs : 
how ſoon the beſt of them vaniſhed ; 
the lefs exceptionable in vanity, but the 
guilty both is Tauity and vexalion of ſpi- 
ſuming: it was figuratively tbe widew's 
22 — de 
3 | 
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ot e not an eafy matter to add weight 


to the teſtimomy of rhe wiſſ man, upon 


evidence of the philoſopher Epicurus is 
very remarkable, whoſe word m this 
matter is the more to be truſted, becauſe 
a *profeſſed ſenſualiſt; who amidſt alt 
the delicacies and improvements of plea- 
fare which a loxuriant fancy might ſtrike 
ont, ſtill maintained, that the beſt way 
of enlarging human happineſs en 
ern . 


Auna ir ir was neceſſary here, wins 
was time to refine upon this doctrine, 
one might further maintain, excluſive of 
the happineſs which the mind itſelf feels 
in the \exertiſe of this virtue, that the 
very body of man is never in a better 
ſtate than when he is moſt inclined to 


5 Con- 


the pleaſure of doing good; or elſe the 


[ 
| 
| 
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D. 


| —— 1255 


And what ſeems to confirm, this gpi; 
nion, is an obſervation, the. truth. of 
which muſt be. ſubmitted- to every, one's 
reflection — namely — that a difiacling+ 
tion and backwardneſs to do good, ia 
often attended. if age. produced,';hy 20, 
Gen part G ut — So, narurally. gp 
the ſoul and body, as in other caſes fo 
in this, mutually befriend, or prey upon 
cach other. And indeed, ſatting aßide 
all abſtruſer reaſoning upon · the point. 
Lcannot danceive,. but chat, the, very 


— 2 anoingyn., he, 


— in that. man whom. 
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w'fhew. mercy to the miſerable, than 
they can de in a poor, ſordid, felfifh 
wretch, whoſe little, contracted heart, 
melts at no man's affliction; but fits 
brooding fo imently over its own plots 
and concerns, as to fee and feel nothing; 


elf: and of whom one may fay. what 


Friiink, with more juſtice may be ſaid 
. 
7 
ee eee 
daun ſpoils : 
mend, of bir pie or dl 
; 1 wht; VSWR 7? 
. 
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tag of a natural ſenſe of harmony, which 
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What divines ſay of the mind, natura 
liſts have obſerved; of the body; that 
there is no paſſion ſo natural to it as love, 
which is the 2 good ; 
mentioned fem far trom being proofa of 
it, yet it - 4$ not to be doubted, but that 
every hard-hearted man has felt. much 
inward oppolition before he could prevail 
upon himſelf to do aught to fix and de- 
ſerve the character: and that what. we 
ſay of long habits of vice, that they ate 
hard to be ſubCued, may with equal. 
truth be ſaid concerning the natural im- 
preſſions of. benevolence, . chat..a man 
mult do much violence to hinmdelf, and 
ſuffer many a, painful firuggle, © before 
he can tear away ſo great and noble a 
has preſerved à beautiful inſtance in an 


ancedote of Alexander, the tyrant of Phe- 
Fes, 
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n, who .chough hc had ſo induſtriouſly 
began bis Jrac = to. ſeem to take 


$ ERMO N. rge 
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ddt acceptable to him, and moſt likely 
11 beainiverſaily admired by all mankind. 
appeal to: your own thoughts, whe- 
Ter thi firſt idea which offered itſelf to 
wioſt of bur imaginations, would not be 
That of. #'- compaſſhonate benefactor, 
Areaching forth his hands to raiſe up the 
Melpleſs orphan ? whatever other virtues 
We ſhould give our hero, we ſhould all 
k dy him a' generous friend. 
h thought the opportunities of doing 
good to b the only charm of his proſpe- 
Viry's de Word paint nien Hb de pt 
with him. If this was not ſufficient, 
und we were (till eb 6 jk 
Farther degree of perf to ſo 

> character; we ſhould” "endeavour to 
ink of os oh, i Knit eee 


271 


1 


it 


opening thy mouth, to all the indigni- 

bag ogra Toes... 

people could offer; and at length, to 

accompliſh our ſalvation, becameft abedi- 

ent unte death, ſuffering thyſelf, as on 
L 2 


Ty 
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this day v, to be bed lite a lamb to the 
ed: inn 5 


The conſideration of this ſtupendous 
inſtance of compaſſion, in the Son of 
Gov, is the moſt unanſwerable appeal 
thar'can be made to the heart of man, 
for the reaſonableneſs of it in himſelf. 
— It is the great argument which the 
zpoſtles uſe in almoſt all their exhorta- 
tions to good works. — Beloded, if Chriſt 
fo loved us—the inference is unavoidable ; 
and gives ſtrength and beaury to every 
thing elſe which can be urged upon the 
ſubject. And therefore I have referved 
jr for my laſt and warmeſt appeal, with 
which 1 would gladly finiſh this diſ- 
courſe ; that at leaſt for their ſakes for 
whom it is preached, we might be left 
to the full impreſſion of ſo exalted and 
| wha - 


* Preached on Good Friday, 


SERMON V. 145 
ſo ſeaſonable a motive. — That by re- 
flecting upon the infinite labour of this 
day's love, in the inſtance of Cun ist's 
death, we may conſider what an immenſe 


debt we owe each other: and by calling 
to mind the amiable pattern of his life, 


which à good mind would be willing to 
do it, I believe there can be none more 
beneficial, or comprehenſive in its ef- 
fefts, than that for which we are here 


of almoſt every other kind of charity, as 
that which makes every other ſubſequent 


act 1 
the giver. 


1 3 With- 


146 SER MON v. 
Wichdut this foundation firſt laid, 
how moch Kindrieſs in the progreſs of a 
bene vent mains life is caſt 
ve art!” Ginctimes where it is as 
ſerifeleſs as the expoſing a tender plant 
w Al the ificlemencics of a cruel ſeaſon, 
und then going with ſorrow to take it in, 
when"the-root is already dead. 1 faid, 


tefs ſo by the community.of which. they 
are members; and moreover, of all miſ- 


chiefs ſeem. the hardeſt to be redreſſed. 
the diſloyal ſeductions af. popery on one 
| man, 


— — 


⁰ nne. think 
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man, whatever he profeſſes, can hy a 
good ſubject, one may venture. t9 fax, 5x 
had been cheaper and better for the, ng 
tion to have bore the expence of inſtilling 
the neglected children of che lower ſors, 
eſpecially in ſome pang\pf Great: Britain, 
than to be obliged, ſo often as we have 
been within this laſt century, to riſe v 
effects which! the want of them have 
brought down even to our doors. And 
in fact, if we are to truſt antiquity; the 
looked upon of ſuch vaſt importance to 
the civil happineſs and peace of a peo- 
ple, that ſome commonwealths, the moſt 
eminent fur political wiſdom, have. choſe 


1. 4 ing 


O 


0. j3 Qi 5! | 1 | 
; It. was conſiſtent with this, and be- 
ſpoke a very refined ſenſe of policy in 


SERMON V. i5$ 
ther than ſuffer the loſs of theit co try 
opportunity {which i 


education; and the 
if once loſt can never be reghifiedF bf 


giving their youth an early tincturt ot 
religion, and bringing them up to a love 
of induſtry, and a love of the laws add 
conſtitution of their country. — If thi 


ſhews the great importance of a prope” 


conditions, what ſhall we ſay then Uf 
thoſe whom the providence of Gov ha 
placed in the very loweſt lot of life, ut- 
terly caſt out of the way of knowledge, 
without a parent, — ſometimes may be 
without a friend to guide and inſtruct 
them ; but what common pity and the 
neceſſity of their fad ſituation engages : 
here the dangers which ſurround 
them on every ſide are ſo great and many, 
that for one fortunate paſſenger in life, 

who 
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with ſuch early diſadvantages, and fo diſ- 
mal a ſetting out, we may reckon thou- 


CEP Cn COR 
and are loſt for ever. 


If char v3 caſe under Heaven which 


11 04. —_ 0 
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together. There let him behold the 
diſconſolate ' widow ſitting ſtecped 
in tears; — thus forruwing over fe in- 
fant, ſhe knows not how to ſucccur. — 
„O my child, thou art now let: ex- 
« poſed to a wide and a vicious world. 
to full of ſnares and temptations for 
thy tender and unpractiſed age. Per- 
* haps a parent's love may magnify 
„ thoſe dangers. — But when I coaſitler 
thou art driven out naked into the 
« midſt of them, without friends, wit 
ens eh inſtrodtion, my 
*which' may come upon thee. ' Gos, 
„in whom we truſted, is witneſs, 0 
* low had his providence placed us, 
* have made ther rich, Virtuous Sc 
JAS „ would 


<4, father, my buſband, was a good man 
<< all the fruits of his care and induftry 
«« were little enough for our ſupport, 
yet he honeſtly had determined to 
have ſpared ſome portion of it, ſcanty 
it was, to have placed thee ſafely 
in the way of knowledge and inſtruc- 
<. tion.—Bur alas he is gone from us, 
never to return more, and with him 
are fled the means of doing it 
For, Behold the creditor is come wpon us, 


« to take all that we have.” —Grief is 


eloquent, and will not eaſily be imitated. 
— - But let the man, who is the leaſt 
friend to diſtreſſes of this nature, con- 
her complaint even in this manner, and 
then let him conſider, if ther? is any for- 


roco 


| 
| 
| 
| 


2 oe 
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bar afflified her? or" Ware than 
be any charity like that, of raking rhe 


and the love it reaches, ſhoukd/ he, a bb 
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row like this ſorrow, wherewith the Lori 


child out 9 
ing her from theſe apprehenſions. Should 
a hearhen, a ſtranger to our hey religion 


1546 S RMO N v. 


. Oh fan et- —liveth by my 
charity, and the bounty of this hour, to 
all the purpoſes which make life defira- 
ble, to be made a good man, and a 


wained: up to fuch a ſenſe of his duty, 
as may ſecure him an intereſt in the 
world to come; and with regard to this 
world, to be fo brought up in it, to a 
love of honeſt labour and induſtry, as 
all his life long to earn and eat his bread 
with joy and thankfulneſs. 


« Much peace and happineſs reſt up- 
on the head and heart of every one 
« who thus brings children to CHRIST. 
May the bleſſing of him that was 
ready to periſh come ſeaſonably upon 
* him. The Lord comfort him, whesx 
« be moſt wants it, when he lays ſick 

upon 


profitable ſubject: on one hand to be 


<< that peace of thine which paſſeth 


SERMON V. 2355 
| O Gop! 
his bed ; make thou, 

74 bed in his fickneſs; and for 
« aac tie —— give him, then, 


« underſtanding, and which nothing in 


„ chis world can either give « or _ 
* away? Amen. 
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PHARISEE and PUBLICAN 


In the Temple. 
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Lok r xviii. 14. iſt Part. 
i tell you, this man went down to bis bouſe, 
juſtified rather than the other : — 


HESE. words are the judgment 
which our Saviour has left upon 
the behaviour and different degrees of 
merit in the two men, the phariſce and 
publican, whom he repreſents in the 
foregoing parable as going up into the 
temple to pray; in what manner they 
diſcharged this great and ſolemn duty, 
will beſt be ſeen from a conſideration of 
the prayer, which each is ſaid to have 
addreſſed to Gop upon the occaſion. 
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Tue phatifes, inſtead of an act of hu- 


mifiation'in' that awful preſence before 


whith he feed, —with an air of triumph 
aud elf. ſufftiency, thanks Gov that he 
hall not made him like others extorti- 


— unjuſt, or even as chis 


The publican is repreſented as 
afar off, and with à heart rouch- 


otar 


MHote ur 


bn elm finner. I tell 
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—— n 
own vnworthineſs, is ſaid only to have 
upon his breaſt, faying —— Goo 


3 Gu? Savroon, this than went down. 
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not only becauſe it may. place. the equity 
of this decifiog, in fayour; of the pul». 
lican in à ſtronger light, but; chat the, 
ſubject ſeems likely to lead me m a train 
of refleQions not unſuitable t the ſq». 
lemaity of the ſeaſon . n 


The fo i . mas, one, of that : . 
who, in our Savzoun's time, 1 
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e and frame 
— 7 #99} rs ery +05 th 
ez1Gon't-1 hank! cher e 
 faimed me of different materials from 
the reſt of my ſpecies, whom thou haſt 
chic nd ſplit vel corrup and 
wicked. mu 920! 1 
ori 1d ils 0 1 

[die es hulk Seeds — 
inould, in datt infuſed fo large a pot 
ride of ding me, 101 L am 
titfid above the uemptations and defires 
ro<wkibhieth and blood ate Tubjeft — ! 
thank'thee chat thou haſt made me thus 
A # fa veffl of clay. Rte thar of 
other en or even this publitan, bur 
that I ftaod here @ choſen and fantified 
velicl unto thee. 
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r of theſe. own 
Tak he ee e e — 
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The 
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bei cndutt and behavidur of the 
publitan appears: very diffarent — and. 
you couldycogceive; But before we en- 
te upon that, as; I have ſpoke largely. 
ab character af the phariſer, twill. 
belbut jutze W- ay. a word. or. tuo in. 
gorml.go-his,— The publican. wa one 
of chat der of men employed. by the 
Raman cmperors in levying the taxes 
and gagraibytions which were from time 
to: :titpe; d from Juden 2 A CON»: - 
quared, tiation. Whether, from the par- 
ticular face of that md ment. owing. 
to. the faxed averſion: which-tnen have to 
pam with whiat is: their from. 
whatever other cauſes is hopgiened:--- ſo! 
it was, that the whole rs ef omen-were 
odious, inſomuch that the name of a 
publican vas a term of repragch and i 
famy amongſt the. Jews. — 9:42 10 202 
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perhaps the many inſtances. of rigaur 
to ich their office might direct chem 
—heightened ſometimes by à minture vf, 
cruelty and inſolenoe of their own'— and 


poſſibly always made to appear worſt”: 
than they were by the loud elamours 
and 


; of others un 
contributed to form and HER 
this — Dot it was here bat., 
as it alt ther claſſes of men, whoſe 
profeſſions expoſe them to me temp 
rations than that of other Luut chere“ 
are numbess who- tilt behave Well, amd. 
nities wich ye , their: way, - pa. 
through Wen -nevronly wich un un- 
blemiſhed xlagater, - hut wih the i 
witd tcfitiffiony of 2 odd debe, 


& 10 nem 21} 3897 Arumiotirnt ns, 
The pubnenn in all "likelihood © way/ 4 
one of theſe — andthe eien oP 
n candour 
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upon his breaſt, 
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man Pride was not made for: 4 Gta: - 
| imperfoctions 
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witch mit wchers of his body; the dan- 
bly. can never rightly be ap- 
_-»7 Prihendedy or can remedies be up plied 
. — — ti they 
„ua fark to their firſt principles, 
iu de ed of the difarder are lantopen 
* and eil. IDHñoY . chr 
mid yo Doo I 7 „ang. 1 


„ nette 1 believe, one f the'moſt 
j-: gendraÞeaafes of fpiritudl pride; N that 
vIncwkich Wan tr have mise the 'pha- 
„ rie Son mila noten of the true 
„ pripciglerafhis religion?" Hd dchaught, 

: [one due what the whble ef m was 
_ v > campeckenitied: in "che >twb" articles of 
. paying ythes and froquaar'fltiags; 
|. » ; that whed>fes 'had con-- 

A Lier of ther hohat that 
75 aan required: ur b hen Dane, 
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Wich reaſen go, and thank Con thar be 
iu 25 
_ not to he queſtioned, et through force 
A this mot, che phatiſat gn Think 
_ . himſelf to beg-what) he previnded; n re- 
„r 
be broagit twat zdoublc 
— mineepart' in theory aff: men 
upon worldly views n neOto be 
ſuppoſed — that when he fiood by him- 
+ elf, art in the rape, and mo wit- 
wee of v paſſed berwock bim and 
| his G- chat be ſhould knowingly 
e and withally haveidared #0. a@t £' open 
"mad biefacede fcene of umbery in the 
„ Wee1of Haren. This ine groba- 
70 dieren abemfere it mb een o 
idee g education, 
0 ealy implanted in his mind 
2871 waehtd notiods wf-chordfitn- 
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frequent waſhings — its faſt- 
ings. d other external rites of, ao mit 
e ee . 
=, more troubleſome cxaRoeſs. in 
eightier matters of the Jaw, which 
of, cxerpal and unchangrable pbk. | 
_—_ $0. hat, they wen in t - 
blind guides — who thus would , - 
— — a came, and... 
reproves 
. — 
| you, make; clean the autfide af. che. + 
cup. 40 r 
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ruption' and exceſs. From this know . 
ledge of the character and principles of 
the phariſce, tis eaſy to account for his 
ſenfimenrs and behaviour in the 


which were juſt ſuch as they would have | 
paws wane. comms 
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Aide rotated, tacks? p 
da common to all ſuch abuſes of reli- 8 
gion as make it 0 conſiſt in external | 
rites and ceremonies more than n 


purity and integrity of ben. — Ade a | 
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a deſpicable one of that Sa in 
theie religious capacities, and thi: ehe 
in which they uad towards Gb: whith = 
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offer him is a virtuous and an upright 


mind — and however neceſſary it is, not 
to leave the ceremonial and poſitive parts 
of religion · undone — yet not like the 
phariſee to reſt there —— and omit the 
weightier matters, but keep this in view 
perpetually, that though the inſtrumen- 
tal cqyey of religion are quties of, un- 

queſtionable obligation to us — — 


are 22 e. DuT1E: 


— which is 1 222 and 
conquer our paſſions — and in a word, 
to make us wiſer and better men — better 
neighbours — better citizens — and bet- 
ter ſervants to Gop.—To whom, r. 
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Romans *1v. 7. 


For none of us liveth to bimfalf. : 


HERE is not a ſentence in 


to himfelf$ Why ?—Docs any man live 

to any thing elſe ?—la the whdle com» 
paſs of human life can a prudent man 
ſteer to a ſafer point ?—Not live to him- 
falf !-—To whom then Can any in- 
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tereſts or concerns which are foreign to 2 
man's ſelf have ſuch a claim over him, 
his own purſuits, —ſtep out of his right 
courſe, till others have paſſed by him, 
and amuned the feveral- ends and pur- 
— c zid 
nls & 2 4 24 10 Fg 
Heid a Giſh heart, inch as enger 
ſhould happen to have a ſpeculating hea 
ther this ſame principle-which the apoſtle 
here throws out of the life of man, is not 
in ſuct the grand bias of his nature 


That however we- may fatter ourſelves) 


with finepun notions of eilimereſteiineſs) - 


and heroiſm in what we do; hat ve the 


meſt-popular of our aftions ſtrip'd nakedy': 


and the true motives and intentions: of 
am — | 


| —— — 


2 — — 
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find little reaſon. for en 
— 11 | 0 1151 * ris 
P. 2 Mum 321 2608 
paid; he will-ap; * * 
altogether a bubble to himſelf in this mut 
his behalf, the trueſt definition that casa be 
given of him is this, that he is a ſelfiſh 
anzumab ; and that all his aftions une tb 
ſtreng a tincture of that character a 
ſhew(ro hotnever elſe he was intended to 
le) chat in fact. he lives only m himſelf:· 
307 zi ,n&m 1 21 e 1449 Wied 5196 
Before A reply directiy to thus actuſa - 
tian, I cannot help obſerving by the u, 
thas there:  fearce any thing which has* 
doric mare-difiervice to ſociab virtue: cha 
nature, under this hideous picture of de- 
28 —— oc al dae 


ict 
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is friendly in the heart of 
Maid Nav Fenk him betty che level of 2 
ute us if he was u of all 
n dnt Rep wards acting well, to think 
weithily oÞ'bor nature ; and; as in com- 
mon life; dhwavay ww make a man honeſt, 
da p bim ſo, and treat him = 
Auch o bert, 3 — ben 
5 — un Ah Gut 
und virrue wo cho} 


— —— — 
cupend tilts, That Con made man in 
meal part of him, chit could 
t no refearablance wich @ pure and infi- 
nite ſpiritʒ but whar reſemblance ht bore 
was undoubcedly in che moral ractirudz, 
and the 6 
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9' 61 | 


E NON YIE 166 


his nature, And thæ; the: brightneks of 
this image has hoen ſullied garady by the 
u mne 


5 
wo cheriſh. a belicf, chat than D auch 


of chat glorious image ſtill lefr pos #zas 
ſhall reſtrain him from baſe and dilgrace- 
ful ations 3 to anſwer which! end, what 
thought can be more conducive thas:thes, 
vf our being made in the hkebels of: the 


greaceſt 1d . of. bangs; This ha 
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ave deſpetately fallen fou upon the whole 
ſpeci, as a fet of creatutes incapable el. 
wer of private friendſhip or public ſpirit, 
ber juſt as che caſe ſuited their own in- 
reteſt and advantage. 2 


* 1 
02919 Ng 3; 5 2U dot Das 


20 Ther there is are 
meſs enough in the ſouls of one part bf 
the world; to hurt the credit of the othel 
part of it, is what I ſhall tt Giſpurt *. 
gainſt ; but to judge of the whole, from 
this bad fample, and becauſe one man is 

plotting-and' arcful in his nature ;—or, 4 
fecond openly makes his pleaſure or his 
feofir the ſole centre of all his deſigns 2 
oriberauſe a third ſtrait-hearted 
—— — 
msſortunes, but theſe which touch him” 
felf; to involve the whole face withidut 
mefty under fuck deteſtec chHHfacters, R 
eohcluſion as falſe, as it is pernicious; and 
was 
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was it in general g gain gedit, could 
ſerve no end, büpiahe ropting out of ar 
nature all that, is generous, 4nd. 
u: the ſtead of it. ſuch an averſſonſto each 
other, as muſt untie the bands o foriews 
and rob us of one of the greateſt plea- 
ſures of. it, the mutual communicatians of 
3 — 
flows def ic. BEET 1 10 rug 
mon ode 0 «It 1164 
2 Ne 
ſcripture ſeaches us, that Gov, made man 
vpright. and though be has fince found 
our Any, Joroations, wha. have; ona 
foundation of it ſtands as it, was,5——tha 
whole frame and deſign of it carried: on 
Pon ſocial virtue and public ſpirit, and} 
eee ene e 


bas; Uli 14 


TTY 


a nor vir 
en. thar we m 
eee, thet no men ves 10 
dane, th whatfoever light we view him, 
we hail ie evidently, that there is no' 
er relation; or circuniftance, but there ' 
e Mom it fo many tics, fo many indif- 
* aged» frm con. 


nian fooliſhly wicked enough to defign to- 
tive to hin alone. he would either find 
* 


or he would loſe, ar leaft, 
ite very thing which made life irfelf de- 
an Al- vſe contriver in this, as in all other 
of his works, has implaneed in mankind. 
ſuch appetites and inclinations as were 
folmble for their tate; that is, fucks 
would naturally lead kim ws the love of 

N : | ir * = 


BY 
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ſociety and, ſriendſhipd wi * he. 
would have been found, in qu nd 
tiga than the very beaſts of.che feld. No. 
qae therefore who lives in ſocimyi can be 
faid to live to himſelf, he lives ta his. 
. —— 
all in a 

to the vhale race of mankind: whatfanyes . 
has the charager of man, and wean ther, 
ſame image of Goo that he dess. ic truly. 
his brother, and has a juſt claim. co, his, 
as well as in theory, may be made plain. 
to any one, wha has made 
3 
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do opc ſo ſtrongly upon ity and lay 
us juſtly under fo many veſtraints, that 
- we are every hour ſacrificing ſomething 
"a0; enen, in return for the benefits we 
3534 6 e n 
hi nö; 

NU Waftrart this, let us take a ſhort 
Sirgey of che life of any one man (not 
made to great exceptions, but ſuck a life 
83s" common to moſt) Jer us examine it 
merely to th point, and try how far it 
ws dr — 


MIO 3: 5 
14 if we bejja wich nee | 
herein the ſtrongeſt marks of undiſguiſed 
tenderneſs and diſintereſted compaſſion 
"hew themſelves,.I might previouſly ob- 
out of the hands of Gop, with the very 
bias upon his nature, which prepares him 
Lor the character, which he was deſigned 
d 


evidence, you'll ſay, in this diſpute; Jets 


exception. If you obſerve, you will find, 


ving founded that in him, as a proviſional 
it its a teaſun in nature. tis a reaſon, to 
im yet undiſcovered. Youth is not apt 
- to philoſophiſe ſo deeply - hut ſallo w. 
"Ab ae prompted by the inward: 
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20 fulfil,—But let us paſs by the; years 
which denore childhood, as nd lawful 


follow him to the period, when he is juſt 
got looſe from tutors and governors, when 
his actions may be argued upon with leis 


ties of his nature, is that, which diſcovers 


cies of his condition, are no doubt, one 
reaſon of this amiable impulie. —Gop ha- 


02 Work 


— , 
— — — .  ——— — — — 
% 


"gt SY — 


his Affairs to extricate and ferve him If 
man js altogether a ſelfiſh creature (as 


| thele ore would nabe hien) "ris 


certain he dots not atrive at the full ina 
a9 of it, in this time of his He. No. 
he” delerves any accuſation, s in the 
other eee, That in his youth be is 
of —_— — 
2 and 


r 
2 


* * 


* 2 
o 
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deſign in bis own, 1 25 
un fo weerly ward of fee of word 
—— | 
But yo will, fay,. be fs OO 
vaniporry of di6ocereſted Joys ; 20d 35 he 
. wi, <1 RAN 
live more $0 4 


N 0 
EM — - Yotrun 1 v 
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Bit if be cbt of theſe,” dors he not 
grow wariniee fil in contiections of a 
different Kind ? Follow kim, I pray you, 
hes the ett tage of life, where he has 
entered into ei and appears as 
the father of a family, and you will fee 
the ,palſion Rill remains, — the fei 
ſomewhat more confined, —bur runs the 
for it the ſame benevolence of 
Heart altered only in its courſe, and the 
difference of objedts towards which it 
. tends. Take a ſhort view of him in this 
| light, as acting under the many tender 
claims which that relation lays upon 
him, —ſpending many weary days, apd 
\ Neeplels nights—urterly forgetful of him- 
. elf, —intent only upon his family, and 
with an anxious heart contriving and la- 

ing to it from diftreſs, a- 


- bouring 
Hunt that Boer when he ſhall be taken 
from 


_ ———_—= ——__ ww 2 


— — 


era uti for bn 3 


. culties have ye chearfully undergone for 
hem ?—ln their ſicknefs, or reports, of 
| their miſconduct, how have ye gone Gn 
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from its protection. Df ie 
live to him{elf ?—He who riffs carly, late 


takes reſt, and cats the bread, of carchul- 
neſs, to ſave others the ſorrow of doing 
22 Does ſuch a one live only 


Ye who are parents, an- 


dren ?—How many indulgencies ba 
given up ?—What felt-denials ind a 


| you, when fancy forebodes but imaginary 

when zeal ones have overtaken them, and 

Apts N 
04 
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have ye ſele the workings — 
ne? In hate ver period uf P— * 
not Se then? in chis relation of à parent, | 
whoſe whole: tife; when truly 4nown, is 
often little elſe dur a ſucceſſion of cares, | 


inſtrument im the hands of Gom to pro- 

er 

their intereſt as well as — , þ4 
y1ioIl © 6 99 


if you try the truth — 


upon every of the-- 

other part or firuation: | 

fame life, you will find it bolds good n 

one cee or other. Tabe u view of it 

out of theſe cloſer * 
friend and parent. Conſider him for's' 
; — which 
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has fo great a ſhare in our nature, and the: « 
miſeries of- this world are fo-conſtent am 
exerciſe of it, as 10 leave it in no unc 
power (who deſerves the name af mam 
in 1 anna 
"47 ü ir 
He ect his 3 
cries of the unfortunate. The ſad ſtory 
of the fatherleſs and. him that / has 5 
helper n be heard ——The- rr 
bim; and à thouſand other untold caſes 
of diſtrem to which. the life of man ia 
ſubje&, find 4 way to his heart, let 
g intereſt guard the paſſage 29 it will- 


vs SERMON, VII. 
if be: hes this wwontd's  goads, and ſeek 
tis brother bave need, he will not be able 
to ſow! up bis bowels of compaſjion from 
bm. 10 £231 ; | +4 


look back upon his own life as ſubjected 
to theſe ſtrong claims, and recollect the 
oft the mere impulics of generoſity and 
compaſſion have led him out of his way? 
neſa, his fellow fecling for others has 

made him forget himſeif? In ndigh- 
bourly offices, how oft he has acted a- 
gainſt all conſiderations of profit, conve- 
nience, nay ſometimes even of juſtice it 


elf ? Let him add to this account, how 
much; inthe progreſs of his life, has been 
given up even to the leſſer obligations of 


civility 


* n —0— 
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large a portion of his time, —how much 
of his inclination and the plan of life he 
ſhould moſt have wiſhed, has from time 
to time been made a ſacrifice, to his good 
„e 
— 

. * eee eee life-of 
man, in this glaſs wherein I have ſhewn 
it; will nnd it fo beſet and hemmed in 
with obligations of one kind or other, as 
to leave little room to ſuſpect, that mar 
can tiue to line,. and fo cloſely has our 
creator linked us together (as wcll as all 
other parts of his works) for the preſer- 
vation of that harmony in the frame and 
ſyſtem of things which his wiſdom has at 
= I of 
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6 migrunt-dependence, however relaxed, 
5;t6o:ftrongy to be broke; and I believe, 
thatithe-moft ſelfiſh men find it is fo, and 
that they cannot, in fact, live ſo much to 
themſcives,” as the ' narrownels. of their 
_ om hearts incline them. If theſe re- 
in which we ſtand to each other, let us 
tion upon the great relation in which vr 
ſtand to Gov. 

n Nom 5 {is Ns 4 
The feſt and molt narural Deke 
this fubje&; which at one-time or other 
will thruſt idclf upon every man's mind, 
is , That there is a' Gon who made 


ne, i hoſe gift I owe all the: powers 
and facultics of my, ſoul, to whoſe provi- 
and by whoſc permiſſion it is: that I exer- 
1 'Þ 


ciſe 
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tiſe and enjoy them : that I amplacad 
in this world as a creatute but of a 
haſtening to the place from whence [:\hafl 
not return. That I am accountable for 
ment · ſeat I muſt fanally appear, and dei 
ceive the things. done in my/ hod y 
„ e nga —— they 
are had. | 


| Wy ;/ en 
9060 33 e 


Can any one doubt but the moſt in- 
confiderate of men ſametimes fit don 
coolly, and make ſome ſuch plain zeflec- 
dition ? or, that after they dave mae 
them, can one imagine, they ſoie all- r. 
ſect ?——As little appearance as there is 
ef religion in the world, chere is 4 grent 
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nor can one ſo root out the principles 7 


and give checks and mterruptions to 
the thoughts of a juſt Gop overlooking, 
and the terror of an after-reckoning has 
made the moſt determined tremble, and 
ſtop ſhort in the execution of a wicked 
purpoſe; and if we conceive that the 
worſt of men lay ſome reſtraints upon 
themſelves from the weight of this prin- 
ciple, what ſhall we think of the good 
and virtuous part of the world, who 
live under the perpetual influence of ir, 
ſans from 2 - conſcience of tleis duty to 
Gop ; and conſider him as the object to 
whom they have dedicated their ſervice, 
and make that the firſt principle, and 
ultimate end of all their actions? Io 

many 
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many real and unaffected inſtances there 
7 are in this world, of men thus governed, 
will not ſo much concern us to enquire, 
as to take care that we are of the num- 
ber: which may Gov grant for the fake 
PETIT HE. 
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